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To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Bognor  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady,  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Fourth  Aimual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Urban  District  of  Bognor,  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1925. 

The  Report  for  this  year  is  a Survey  Report,  and  in  addition  is  the  Statistics 
and  General  Report  on  the  various  Public  Health  Services  for  the  year  1925, 
contains  a review  of  the  progress  made  since  1920,  together  with  an  account  of 
any  changes  made  during  that  period  in  the  organisation  and  administration  of 
matters  relating  to  the  Public  Health.  The  opportunity  is  also  taken  of  indicating 
services  which  will  require  extension  or  alteration  in  the  near  future. 

Study  of  the  Report  will  show  that  progress  has  been  made  in  Housing, 
Food  Inspection,  Sewage  Disposal,  and  Disinfection  ; previously  existing  Byelaws 
have  been  revised  and  new  Byelaws  framed  ; many  new  Acts  and  Regulations 
relating  to  Public  Health  have  come  into  force  and  have  been  administered.  The 
Public  Health  Staff  has  been  increased  by  the  appointment  of  a whole-time  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  succession  to  a part-time  officer  ; but  the  work  of  the  Department 
has  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  been  approved  by  the  Council,  to  come  into  effect  at  the  beginning 
of  1926. 

The  most  important  services  which  will  require  extension  in  the  near  future 
are  Sewerage  and  Refuse  Disposal. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  area  of  the  District  is  865  acres,  and  it  is  roughly  semi-circular  in  shape. 
The  aspect  is  nearly  due  South,  and  the  land  to  the  north  extends  in  a level  plain 
to  the  foot  of  the  South  Downs,  six  miles  away.  The  air  is  pure  and  the  climate 
mild,  whilst  sea  breezes  temper  the  heat  in  summer.  The  prevailing  wind  is  S.W. 
The  soil  is  a heavy  loam  on  a sandy  subsoil  and  surface  water  drains  away  very 
rapidly.  The  sands  decline  gradually  from  the  Parade  ; at  high  water  the  sea 
reaches  the  parade,  and  so  the  foreshore  is  washed  twice  daily. 


Population. 

The  Census  returns  for  1921  showed  the  population  to  be  13,332,  and  the 
number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  to  be  2,525. 

The  1921  Census  was  taken  in  June,  1921,  and  consequently  included  a 
number  of  visitors  ; the  corrected  estimate  of  the  Registrar-General  for  1921  was 
] 1,490.  This  figure  has  been  used  as  the  basis  for  working  out  the  various  rates 
in  vital  statistics  in  the  past,  and  will  be  used  in  this  Report  as  the  population 
for  1921. 


The  following  figures  from  the  Census  returns  indicate  the  sex  distribution 
of  the  population. 

Male  Female 

Single  ...  ...  2734  4581 

Married  ...  ...  2341  2746 

Widowed  ...  150  750 


Males  showed  a slight  excess  over  Females  in  age-groups  up  to  9 years. 
There  was  a considerable  excess  of  Females  in  all  subsequent  age-groups,  and  this 
excess  was  most  marked  in  the  ages  from  15 — 44  years. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  General  Statistics  of  the  District  in  1921  (the 
first  year  of  the  period  under  review)  and  in  1925 : — 


1921 

1925 

Population 

...  11490 

12800 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

2237 

2739 

Number  of  inhabited  rooms 

13210 

16573 

Average  number  of  rooms  per  person 

1.15 

1.29 

Rateable  Value 

...  £67,068 

£81,888 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ... 

£250 

£320 

Social  Conditions  and  Occupations  of  the  Inhabitants. 

Tlie  district  is  a residential  one,  and  is  a popular  seaside  resort.  The  chief 
occupations  of  the  inhabitants  as  recorded  in  the  1921  Census  are  shown  in  a tabular 
form  below.  At  the  present  time  there  are  many  more  men  employed  in  the 
building  trade  than  were  so  engaged  in  1921. 

There  are  no  considerable  factories,  and  there  are  no  occupations  which 
have  a prejudicial  effect  on  health. 


OCCUPATIONS  (CENSUS  1921). 

Male  Female. 
3090  2542 

40  — 

172a  — 

165  — 

54  100 

63  — 

141  — 

180  — 

90  — 

375  — 

575  195 

172  — 

177  267 

50  25 

178  1666b 

260  175 


Total  occupied 
Fishermen 

Agricultural  occupations 

Metal  workers  (smiths,  plumbers,  fitters,  etc.) 
Makers  of  Textile  Goods  and  Articles  of  Dress 
Makers  of  Foods  and  Drinks 
Workers  in  Wood,  etc. 

Builders,  Bricklayers,  etc.  ... 

Painters  and  Decorators 
Transport  workem 

Commercial  and  Financial  occupations 
Public  Administration  and  Defence  ... 
Professional  occupations 
Persons  employed  in  entertainments 
Personal  Service  (including  clubs,  hotels,  etc.) 
Clerks,  typists,  etc. 


A Includes  105  gardeners. 

B Includes  1095  Domestic  servants 

and  402  Lodging  house  keepers. 


Vital  Statistics. 


For  purposes  of  comparison  the  figures  for  1925,  and  the  quinquennial  period 
1921-1925,  are  contrasted  with  those  for  the  periods  1910-1914  (five  years  prior 
to  the  war),  and  1915-1919  (five  war  years). 

Births. 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year  1925  was  166. 

Legitimate : Males  81  Illegitimate ; Males  4 

Females  79  Females  2 


This  gives  the  crude  birth-rate  of  12.9  per  1,000  population.  The  number 
of  births  belonging  to  the  district  was  174.  This  gives  the  corrected  birth-rate  of 
13.6  per  1,000  population. 

In  addition,  six  still-births  were  notified. 

Under  the  Notifications  of  Births  Acts,  1907  and  1915,  160  births  were 
notified,  giving  a percentage  notified  of  96.4. 

Table  of  corrected  birth-rates  : — 


1910—1914 

17.4 


1915—1919 

14.2 


1921—1925 

11.03 


1925 

13.6 


4 


Deaths. 

Tlie  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year  1925  was 

117— 

Male  51  Female  66 


This  gives  the  crude  death-rate  of  9.14  per  1,000  population. 

The  number  of  non-residents  dying  within  the  district  was  the  same  as  the 
nuinber  of  residents  who  died  outside  the  district ; consequently  the  number  of 
deaths  belonging  to  the  district  remains  the  same,  117,  and  the  corrected  death- 
rate  is  the  same  as  the  crude  death-rate,  9.14  per  1,000  population. 


Quite  apart  from  the  factors  of  climate  and  occupation  (or  what  may  be 
termed  the  general  health  influences  of  a district),  the  particular  age  and  sex 
distribution  of  the  population  of  a district  has  a definite  effect  on  its  death-rate. 
A high  death-rate  is  favoured  by  an  unusually  large  proportion  of  children  under 
the  age  of  five,  and  of  people  over  the  age  of  fifty-five.  Hence  it  follows  that  the 
population  of  some  districts  favour  a high  rate  and  of  others  a low  rate.  Conse- 
quently the  ordinary  death-rates  of  several  districts,  even  when  corrected  by  in- 
ward and  outward  transfers,  do  not  provide  a true  comparison  as  to  the  health  of 
those  districts.  To  obtain  a figure  which  can  be  used  for  purposes  of  comparison, 
it  is  necessary  to  find  out  what  the  death-rate  of  a district  would  be  if  its  age  and 
sex  distribution  were  the  same  as  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a whole.  This 
rate  is  obtained  by  multiplying  the  locally  recorded  death-rate  by  a standardising 
factor  ; the  factor,  worked  out  separately  for  each  district,  is  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General.  Factors  greater  than  unity  indicate  that  the  age  and  sex  con- 
ditions of  the  population  of  a district  favour  a low  death-rate  ; factors  less  than 
unity  indicate  conditions  favouring  a high  rate.  The  factor  for  Bognor  is  given  as 
0.871,  indicating  that  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  favours  a high 
death-rate.  And  so,  although  the  locally  recorded  death-rate,  namely  9.14  per 
1,000  is  a very  low  rate,  it  is  considerably  higher  than  it  would  be  if  the  age  and  sex 
distribution  of  the  population  were  the  same  as  that  for  the  country  as  a whole. 
By  applying  the  standardising  factor,  we  get  the  rate  corrected  for  age  and  sex, 
and  this  is  7.96  per  1,000. 

This  rate  (7.96  per  1,000)  is  strictly  comparable  with  the  rate  for  any  other 
district  worked  out  on  the  same  basis. 

The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1925  is  12.2  per  1,000,  and  the 
great  difference  between  that  figure  and  the  corrected  figure  for  Bognor  is  solely 
due  to  the  general  health  influences  of  this  district. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  are  shown  in  Table  III.  From  this  Table  it  will 
be  seen  that  deaths  from  cancer  have  dropped  from  24  in  1924  to  14,  whilst  deaths 
from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  remain  low  (5).  Heart  disease  (22),  Bronchitis  (11), 
and  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  (14)  continue  to  cause  a large  number  of  the  deaths 
among  persons  of  advancing  age. 

Table  of  corrected  death-rates  per  1,000  population  : — 

1910—1914  1915—1919  1921—1925  1925 

12.6  13.2  9.27  9.14 

The  following  Table  shows  how  the  deaths  were  distributed  over  the  twelve 
months  : — 


Month 

Death.s 

Total 

for 

Quarter. 

Month 

Deaths 

Total 

for 

Quarter. 

January 

14 

July 

2 

February  ... 

16 

43 

August 

7 

14 

March 

13 

September 

5 

April 

11 

October 

12 

May 

7 

27 

November  ... 

7 

33 

J une 

9 

December  ... 

14 

5 


Cancer  Death-rate. 

The  Cancer  death-rate  for  the  year  1925  is  1.09  per  1,000  population. 

Examination  of  the  subjoined  table  shows  that  as  far  as  this  district  is  con- 
cerned the  death-rate  from  cancer  has  not  increased  in  the  last  15  years.  On  the 
other  hand  the  proportion  of  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  to  the  total  number 
of  deaths  from  all  causes  is  higher  in  this  district  than  in  England  and  Wales  as  a 
whole.  For  the  period  under  review,  deaths  from  cancer  formed  15.6  per  cent,  of 
the  total  deaths,  whilst  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1924  was 
10.6  per  cent. 

The  explanation  of  this  is  partl}^  found  in  the  particular  age  and  sex  dis- 
tribution of  the  population  of  the  district  of  Bognor,  the  chief  factors  in  this  con- 
nection being  the  preponderance  of  females  over  males  and  the  number  of  persons 
over  the  age  of  65  years. 

Cancer  death-rates  per  1,000  population  : — 

1910—1914  1915—1919  1921—1925  1925 

1.47  1.44  1.37  1.09 

Tuberculosis  Death-rate. 

The  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rate  for  the  year  1925  is  0.39  per  1,000 
population.  This  is  the  lowest  rate  recorded  in  the  district. 

The  Table  shows  that  the  death-rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  has 
gradually  declined  during  the  last  15  years. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  death-rates  per  1,000  population  : — 

1910—1914  1915—1919  1921—1925  1925 

1.05  0.88  0.79  0.39 

Zymotic  Death  Rate. 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  is  the  death-rate  from  the  seven  principal  infectious 
diseases,  namely  ; Typhoid  Fever,  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping 
Cough,  Diphtheria,  and  Infantile  Diarrhoea. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  Zymotic  diseases  in  the  district  during  the  j^ear 

1925. 

During  the  five  years  under  review  there  have  only  been  six  deaths  from 
Zymotic  diseases. 

Zymotic  disease  death-rates  per  1,000  population  : — 

1910—1914  1915—1919  1921—1925  1925 

0.31  0.48  0.10  — 

Infantile  Mortality. 

During  the  year  1925  there  were  in  the  district  the  following  deaths  of 
infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Male,  6.  Female,  1.  Total,  7. 

This  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality  Bate  of  42.17  per  1,000  births. 

Five  of  these  cases  died  during  the  first  week  of  life  ; of  these  five,  three 
deaths  were  directly  attributable  to  prematurity,  and  the  other  two  to  congenital 
malformations  incompatible  with  life. 

One  death  occurred  in  a hospital  in  the  district  and  does  not  belong  to  the 
district. 

The  corrected  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  34.48  per  1,000  births. 
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The  following  Table  classifies  the  infant  deaths  during  the  five  years  1921- 
1925,  according  to  the  diseases  causing  death  : — 

All  causes 


Congenital  Defects 
Syphilis 

Premature  Births 
Atrophy,  Debility,  and  Marasmus 
Acute  Bronchitis 
Tuberculosis 
Diarrhoea 
Other  causes 

Infantile  Mortality  rates  per  1,000  births  : — 

1910—1914  1915—1919  1921—1925  1925 

88.8  50.5  53.11  34.48 

Prematurity  has  been  the  most  important  factor  in  the  Infantile  Mortality 
of  the  period  under  review.  In  addition  to  the  9 deaths  directly  attributed  to 
Prematurity,  it  played  a considerable  part  in  the  majority  of  the  8 deaths  attri- 
buted to  Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus. 

I have  laid  stress  on  the  importance  of  the  ante-natal  clinic  in  my  reports 
for  the  years  1923  and  1924,  but  up  to  the  present  expectant  mothers  do  not  appear 
to  have  appreciated  the  advantages  offered  by  such  a clinic.  A considerable  num- 
ber of  mothers  bring  their  infants  to  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  but  the  great 
importance  of  ante-natal  care  and  supervision  is  not  yet  realised. 

Poor  Law  Relief. 

I have  received  from  the  Relieving  Officer  the  following  information  about 
Poor  Law  Relief  in  the  Parish  of  Bognor  during  the  year  1925. 

The  total  amount  expended  in  out-relief  during  the  year  was  £679  Os.  7d., 
and  the  number  of  persons  who  received  such  relief  was  94. 

Details  of  persons  who  received  outdoor  relief  are  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 


1. 

2. 

Women 
Wives  of 

3. 

Children 

dependent 

4. 

5. 

Single 

6. 

Deserted 

7. 

Children 

dependent 

8. 

Men. 

men  in 
Col.  1. 

on  men 
in  Col.  1. 

Widows. 

Women. 

Wives. 

on  women  in 
Col.  6. 

Total. 

17 

13 

31 

12 

4 

5 

12 

94 

USE  MADE  OF  VOLUNTARY  HOSPITALS. 


Bognor  War  Memorial  Hospital. 

This  Hospital,  founded  in  1919,  is  situated  in  the  Chichester  Road.  The 
accommodation  is  14  beds  and  two  cots.  There  is  a well-equipped  operating 
theatre  and  an  X-ray  apparatus.  An  out-patients’  surgery  equipped  for  the 
treatment  of  minor  surgical  cases  has  been  recently  erected. 

During  1925  there  were  190  in-patients  treated  in  the  hospital,  and  surgical 
operations  were  performed  in  125  of  these  cases.  In  addition  to  these  in-patients 
there  were  1126  attendances  in  the  out-patient  department  during  the  year. 

From  its  very  beginning  this  hospital  has  been  invaluable  in  securing  prompt 
attention  for  emergency  cases,  and  it  is  being  increasingly  used  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  district  for  general  surgical  and  medical  conditions,  with  excellent  results. 

The  honorary  medical  staff  is  formed  of  medical  practitioners  residing  in 
the  district. 


35 

7 
1 
9 

8 
3 
2 
2 
3 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Hospital  Provided  by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  is  situated  within  the  district,  and  lies  on 
the  west  side  of  Hawthorn  Road  (late  Sheepwash  Lane).  It  consists  of  : — 

(a)  An  administration  block  with  accommodation  for  the  nursing  staff. 

(b)  Two  ward  blocks,  each  containing  two  wards,  bath  room  and  offices, 
and  kitchen.  One  block  provides  accommodation  for  twelve 
Diphtheria  patients,  and  the  other  for  twelve  Scarlet  Fever  patients. 

(c)  A separate  block,  containing  Mortuar}^  Laundry,  and  Disinfecting 

Chamber. 

(d)  A Porter’s  Lodge. 

A new  Porter’s  Lodge  was  erected  during  1923  to  provide  more  accommoda- 
tion for  the  domestic  staff. 

An  Observation  Room  was  constructed  during  1924  in  the  Scarlet  Fever 
Block.  This  is  for  the  purpose  of  isolating  suspicious  cases  until  a definite  diagnosis 
can  be  made. 

Several  minor  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  equipment  of  the 
Hospital  during  the  last  five  years.  High-pressure  hot-water  boilers  have  been 
provided  for  each  ward  block,  and  a private  telephone  system  has  been  installed, 
connecting  the  administration  block,  the  ward  blocks  and  the  lodge. 

During  the  year,  five  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  17  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have 
been  treated  in  the  Hospital. 

Hospitals  Provided  or  Subsidised  by  the  County  Council. 

1.  — Tuberculosis. 

There  is  a Sanatorium  for  the  treatment  of  early  cases  at  Aldingbourne 
House,  with  accommodation  for  59  cases. 

There  is  a ward  containing  twelve  beds  for  advanced  cases  at  the  Worthing 
Isolation  Hospital,  Swandean. 

Cases  of  Surgical  Tuberculosis  are  received  at  the  Royal  West  Sussex 
Hospital,  Chichester. 

The  Sanatorium  at  Aldingbourne  House  was  opened  during  the  period 
under  review  and  patients  were  first  admitted  in  October,  1921. 

During  the  year  1925,  13  patients  from  this  district  have  been  treated  at 
Aldingbourne  House. 

2.  — Maternity. 

The  County  Council  have  an  arrangement  with  the  Hospital  for  Women, 
Buckingham  Road,  Brighton,  whereby  two  beds  are  reserved  for  the  reception  of 
difficult  cases  of  labour. 

A further  arrangement  was  made  during  1924  with  the  Steyning  Guardians 
for  the  reception  of  certain  cases  into  their  Maternity  Ward  at  the  Shoreham 
Infirmary.  This  is  intended  for  cases  where  the  home  conditions  under  which  the 
mother  is  living  are  unsatisfactory. 

3.  — Children. 

The  County  Council  have  an  arrangement  with  the  Alexandra  Hospital  for 
children,  Brighton,  whereby  two  cots  are  reserved  for  the  reception  of  children 
under  the  age  of  twelve  months  requiring  special  in-patient  treatment. 

4.  — Small -pox. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  bj'  the  County  Council  with  the  Brighton 
Corporation  tor  the  reservation  of  two  beds  in  the  Brighton  Small-pox  Hospital  at 
Fulking.  3’he  arrangements  also  permit  the  Count}^  Council  to  erect  temporary 
buildings  in  the  Hospital  grounds  to  provide  as  much  further  accommodation  as 
may  be  necessar}^ 


8 


Hospitals  not  Subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority  or  County  Council,  but 
available  for  Patients  Resident  in  the  District. 

Bognor  War  Memorial  Hospital. 

Ro}^!  West  Sussex  Hospital,  Chichester. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases. 

The  Local  Authority  possesses  a horse  ambulance  for  the  conveyance  of 
patients  suffering  from  infectious  disease. 

(b)  For  Non-infectious  and  Accident  Cases. 

The  Local  Authority  has  provided  a motor  ambulance  for  use  in  cases  of 
accident  and  non-infectious  disease. 

Members  of  the  local  Red  Cross  Detachment  have  voluntarily  undertaken 
the  duty  of  manning  the  ambulance,  and  have  thus  rendered  the  district  much 
valuable  assistance  for  a number  of  years. 

I have  received  from  Mr.  N.  R.  Hilton  the  following  notice  on  the  work  of 
the  ambulance  during  the  year  1925  : — 

“ 'The  Council’s  Motor  Ambulance  continues  to  give  useful  service. 
During  1925  the  actual  number  of  patients  carried  was  70,  nine  less  than 
in  the  previous  year,  but  the  mileage  travelled  increased  from  1887  miles 
to  2135,  this  figure  constituting  a record.  Long  distance  journeys  included 
one  each  to  Ringwood,  Southampton,  Cranleigh  and  Bath,  eight  to  Brighton, 
and  six  to  London.  Twenty  trips  were  made  to  Chichester,  and  the  rest 
were  local.  Various  small  improvements  have  been  made  to  the  van  during 
the  year  with  the  object  of  increasing  the  comfort  of  the  patients  ; these 
improvements  include,  among  other  things,  the  fitting  of  shock  absorbers.” 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

A.  — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Bognor  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  under  the  control  of  the 
West  Sussex  County  Council.  There  is  a committee  of  local  ladies  who  render  most 
valuable  assistance.  The  centre  is  open  every  Thursday  afternoon  at  the  Parochial 
Hall,  London  Road.  A medical  practitioner  attends  fortnightly.  On  the  alternate 
niursdays  lectures  are  given  on  mothercraft  and  home  nursing. 

B.  — School  Clinics. 

A clinic  for  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments  is  held  at  the  Council  Schools 
in  L}^!!  Street  every  Tuesday  morning.  The  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer 
of  the  West  Sussex  County  Council  attends  at  regular  intervals.  During  1925, 
230  children  attended  the  clinic,  making  1136  attendances, 

Appointments  are  made  with  a specialist  for  school  children  suffering  from 
defective  eyesight,  and  arrangements  are  made  with  the  War  Memorial  Hospital 
for  the  operative  treatment  of  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids. 

A dental  clinic  is  held  periodically  for  the  treatment  of  children  with  de- 
fective teeth. 

Both  the  E3"e  Specialist  and  the  Dental  Surgeon  are  local  practitioners, 
and  carry  out  the  work  by  arrangement  with  the  West  Sussex  County  Council. 
During  the  year  1925,  21  children  received  treatment  for  defective  ej^esight,  and  27 
children  received  operative  treatment  for  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids. 

The  routine  medical  examination  of  school  children  in  the  elementary  schools 
is  carried  out  under  the  direction  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  of  the  West  Sussex 
C’ounty  Council.  Under  this  scheme  children  are  examined  three  times  during 
their  school  life  ; the  first  examination  is  made  during  the  3^ear  following  their 
admission,  the  second  when  the  child  is  betw'een  the  ages  of  eight  and  nine  years, 
and  the  third  between  the  ages  of  twelve  and  thirteen.  Aity  child  found  presenting 
defects  is  kept  under  continued  observation  until  the  defects  are  remedied,  and  the 
child’s  general  health  is  satisfactory.  Parents  are  notified  of  the  times  of  inspect- 
tion,  and  are  invited  to  be  present. 
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C.  — Tuberculosis. 

A Dispensary  is  held  at  St.  John’s  Street,  Chichester,  every  Tuesday  morn- 
ing, and  is  available  for  patients  residing  in  Bognor.  The  County  Tuberculosis 
Officer  attends  every  week. 

The  County  Tuberculosis  Officer  also  places  his  services  at  the  disposal  of 
local  practitioners  in  any  cases  where  they  wish  for  a specialist’s  opinion. 

D.  — Venereal  Diseases. 

The  West  Sussex  County  Council  have  made  arrangements  by  which 
residents  in  the  county  may  attend  the  following  clinics  : — 

(i)  Worthing  Hospital,  Lyndhurst  Road,  Worthing. 

Wednesdays.  Women  3-4  p.m.  Men  4-5  p.m. 

Fridays  Women  5-6  p.m.  Men  6-7  p.m. 

This  Clinic  will  serve  persons  resident  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county. 

(ii)  Royal  Portsmouth  Hospital,  Landport,  Portsmouth. 

Men  : Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  5-7  p.m.  ; Wednesdays  4-6  p.m. 

Women  : Wednesdays  2-4  p.m.  ; Fridays  10  a.m.-12.30  p.m. 

This  Clinic  will  serve  persons  resident  in  the  western  part  of  the  county. 
J’he  arrangements  detailed  above  as  regards  clinics  and  treatment  centres 
have  been  in  force  throughout  the  whole  of  the  period  under  review. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

4'he  Public  Health  staff  consists  of  a part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  a whole-time  Sanitary  Inspector.  Contributions  are  made  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  to  the  salaries  of  both  of  these  officers. 

T.  Philips  Cole,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  Other  Appointments  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  West 

Sussex  County  Council. 

F.  A.  C.  Cullen, 

Certificates  of  R.  Sanitary  Institute 
as  Sanitary  Inspector  and  as  In- 
spector of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Board  of  Education  Certificate  in 
Advanced  Building  Construction. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

A.  — General. 

The  Bognor  Nursing  Association  employs  three  nurses,  two  of  whom  do 
general  district  nursing. 

The  County  Council  makes  a grant  to  the  County  Nursing  Association  for 
nursing  services  in  connection  with  Child  M’elfare,  School  Nurses  Work,  and 
home  visiting  in  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

B.  — For  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  Local  Authority  contributes  £25  annually  to  the  Bognor  District  Nurs- 
ing Association  for  the  provision  of  home  nursing  in  certain  cases  of  measles. 

Under  arrangements  made  by  the  County  Council  with  the  County  Nursing 
Association,  special  nurses  are  supplied  in  cases  of  Opthhalmia  Neonatorum  if 
required  bj^  the  medical  practitioner  in  charge  of  the  case. 

Midwives. 

There  are  five  midwives  practising  in  the  district.  One  of  these  is  employed 
by  the  Bognor  District  Nursing  Association. 

Legislation  in  Force. 

List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Byelaws  and  Regulations  relating  to  the  public  health 
in  force  in  the  district. 

Acts.  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1907. 
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Byelaws. 

With  respect  to — 

1.  Slaughterhouses 

2.  Common  Lodging-houses 

3.  Cleansing  of  Footways,  Nuisances, 

and  the  Removal  or  Carriage 
of  Offensive  Matter  or  Liquid  . . . 

4.  Drainage  of  Existing  Buildings  . . . 

5.  New  Streets  and  Buildings 


6.  Tents  and  Vans 

7.  Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

8.  Management  of  a Mortuary 

Regulations. 

With  respect  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds 
and  Milk-shops 

The  administration  of  and  action 
and  Regulations,  are  shown  under  the 
of  the  Report. 


Adopted. 

Revised. 

February,  1868 
March,  1888 

September,  1925 

February,  1868 

March,  1911 
September,  1925 

October,  1912 

May,  1902 

September,  1909 
October,  1912 
October,  1925 

September,  1925 
September,  1925 
September,  1925 

August,  1906 

taken  under  these  various  Acts,  Byelaws, 
appropriate  headings  in  the  next  section 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  of  the  District  is  drawn  from  deep  wells  situated  at  Easter- 
gate  about  tour  and  a half  miles  north  of  the  town.  It  is  sufficient  in  quantity 
and  of  a very  high  standard  of  purity. 

To  meet  the  growing  requirements  of  the  district,  the  Water  Company  are 
laying  another  service  main  from  the  pumping  station  into  the  town. 

The  supply  is  constant,  and  is  supplied  directly  to  all  the  houses  in  the 
town.  A few  houses  have  been  discovered  during  the  past  five  years  to  be  still 
dependent  for  their  water  supply  on  shallow  wells  situated  on  the  premises  ; the 
water  supply  has  been  laid  on  to  such  premises  and  the  wells  closed. 

The  following  is  a complete  analytical  and  bacteriological  report  on  a sample 
of  the  water  ; — 


Chlorine  ... 

Sulphuric  Acid  (S03) 

Nitric  Acid  (N205) 

Phosphoric  Acid  ... 

Free  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Oxygen  absorbed  at  80°F.  in  15  minutes 

Ditto  in  four  hours 

Total  solids  dried  at  212°F. 

Loss  on  Ignition  ... 

Appearance  of  Solids  on  heating 
Hardness — Temporary 
,,  Permanent 

,,  Total  ... 


2.6 

0.55 

1.66 

Absent 

0.0014 

0.0008 

0.02 

0.03 

33.44 

5.30 

Slight  charring 
20.0 
2.7 
22.7 


parts  per  100,000 

JJ  }j 

J?  ))  JJ 

>5  J> 

5 > J J J > 

>5  J J ? ? 

J > > ? > > 

yy  yy 

yy  yy  yy 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Total  organisms,  per  cubic  centimetre  ...  12 

Total  organisms  growing  on  agar  at  blood-heat  3 
Bacillus  Coli — absent  from  30  cubic  centimetres. 


This  water  maintains  its  usual  characteristics,  and  is  of  good  quality  ; 
free  from  any  suspicion  of  pollution. 


it  is 


Closet  Accommodation,  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  water-carriage  system  is  in  operation  throughout  the  district. 

[Note. — There  is  one  cottage  situated  over  130  yards  from  the  nearest 
sewer  and  in  an  isolated  position  which  is  supplied  with  an  earth 
closet]. 
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There  are  two  main  systems  of  sewers,  the  Bognor  system,  draining  roughly 
the  southern,  and  the  Bersted  system,  draining  the  northern  parts  of  the  district. 
Of  these  S3^stems  the  southern  receives  the  greater  load,  and  the  development  of 
the  western  end  of  the  district  will  tend  to  further  increase  this  load. 

The  outfall  works  are  situated  just  north  of  the  sea  embankment  at  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  district.  These  works  were  enlarged  and  reconstructed 
during  the  3^ears  1920,  1921,  and  1922,  and  consist  of  two  large  storage  tanks  and 
a pumping  station. 

Prior  to  the  reconstruction,  there  was  a tank  sewer  and  one  large  storage 
tank  with  a capacity  of  322,000  gallons  ; the  sewage  flowed  to  this  by  gravity,  and 
subsequently  gravitated  through  the  outfall  pipe  to  sea. 

The  new  scheme  provided  a second  storage  tank,  with  a capacity  of  228,000 
gallons,  at  a lower  level  than  the  existing  tank,  the  level  being  so  arranged  that 
there  should  be  no  hindrance  to  the  flow  of  sewage  until  the  tank  was  full.  The 
pumping  station  built  in  connection  with  this  tank  is  supplied  with  three  centri- 
fugal pumps,  specially  designed  to  deal  with  unscreened  sewage,  and  to  cut  up  any 
solid  matter  in  the  sewage,  and  thus  avoid  the  necessit}^  of  screening. 

The  direction  of  tidal  currents,  as  determined  by  Float  Experiments,  make 
it  safe  to  discharge  sewage  from  one  hour  before  high  water  to  five  hours  after, 
without  danger  of  polluting  the  foreshore. 

The  capacity  of  the  tanks  was  designed  to  accommodate  the  drj^  weather 
flow  for  a population  of  40,000  people,  collected  during  a period  of  six  hours. 

Sewage  is  pumped  from  the  low-level  tank  to  the  high-level  tank  during  the 
period  when  the  outfall  is  closed.  On  the  outfall  being  opened,  it  gravitates  out 
to  sea.  In  case,  b}^  reason  of  adverse  weather  conditions,  the  high  level  tank 
cannot  be  completely  emptied,  the  remaining  sewage  can  be  returned  into  the 
low-level  tank  and  pumped  thence  by  a by-pass  directly  into  the  outfall  pipe. 
There  is  another  by-pass  between  the  tank  sewer  and  the  outfall  pipe  which  can  be 
used  when  there  is  a risk  of  the  storage  tanks  being  overloaded  with  storm-water 
during  rainj^  weather.  Experience  during  the  very  wet  weather  during  the  latter 
part  of  1925  has  shown  that  this  by-pass  is  indispensable.  This  leads  to  the 
question  as  to  what  steps  will  be  necessary  in  the  near  future  to  deal  with  the  ui- 
creasing  amount  of  sewage  and  storm  water  due  to  the  further  development  of  the 
district. 

Speaking  generally,  the  extension  of  the  arrangements  for  sewage  disposal  can 
be  dealt  with  in  three  wsijs  : — 

1.  By  increasing  the  existing  storage  capacity. 

2.  By  creating  a complete  system  of  surface  water  sewers,  and  admitting 

no  storm  water  to  the  foul-water  sewers. 

3.  By  constructing  new  works  at  the  western  end  of  the  district. 

The  whole  question  will  require  detailed  consideration  by  experts,  but  a 
few  points  may  be  mentioned  here. 

1.  The  first  course  would  certainly  entail  the  enlargement  and  re-laying  of  the 

main  Bognor  sewer,  as  this  sewer  runs  full  at  the  present  time  during  very 

rainy  weather. 

2.  It  is  the  large  amount  of  surface  water  draining  into  the  sewers  which  raises 

the  difficulty  to  be  faced  in  the  near  future.  As  far  as  actual  sewage  is 

concerned,  the  existing  arrangements  would  suffice  for  many  years. 

A brief  account  of  the  existing  provisions  for  disposal  of  storm  water  is 

added. 

There  is  no  regular  sj^stem  of  surface-water  sewers. 

As  far  as  the  southern  part  of  the  town  is  concerned,  there  are  seven  surface- 
water  sewers  running  north  and  south  and  discharging  into  the  sea.  These  are 
.set  at  intervals  along  the  whole  sea  front  of  the  district  and  collect  storm-water 
from  most  of  the  High  Street  and  Esplanade,  and  the  streets  down  which  they 
pass  on  their  way  to  the  sea.  The  westernmost  of  these  sewers  also  collects  storm- 
water from  seven  of  the  newer  streets  in  the  west  end  of  the  town. 
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'I’he  main  surface-water  sewers  of  the  northern  part  of  the  town  are  two 
in  number.  One  runs  along  Chichester  Road  and  Upper  Bognor  Road  to  the  Rife, 
and  the  other  along  Linden  Avenue  and  thence  by  Spencer  Street  to  join  the  first 
named  at  the  head  cf  London  Road.  These  receive  the  storm-water  from  the 
Council  Housing  Estate  and  several  other  roads,  and  were  originally  watercourses. 
'Phere  is,  in  addition,  a small  sewer  running  along  Bersted  Street  and  Shripney 
Road  to  the  Rife. 

New  streets  are  now  laid  with  surface-water  sewers,  but  the  bulk  of  the 
storm-water  at  present  passes  into  the  foul-water  sewers. 

In  considering  provision  for  the  future,  the  desirability  of  the  inclusion  of 
Aldwick  into  the  district  must  be  borne  in  mind.  The  stretch  of  foreshore  im- 
mediately west  of  the  end  of  the  promenade,  though  administered  by  the  West- 
hampnett  Rural  District,  is  essentially  a part  of  Bognor,  and  one  of  the  most 
desirable  portions  of  our  sea  front  from  the  visitors’  point  of  view.  It  is  therefore 
vital  to  the  interests  of  this  district  that  this  beach  should  be  protected  from 
pollution,  equally  with  the  rest  of  the  foreshore. 

Scavenging  and  Refuse  Disposal. 

Die  Byelaws  require  the  provision  on  all  premises  of  proper  galvanised 
sanitary  dust-bins. 

The  refuse  is  collected  from  all  premises  at  weekly  intervals  in  covered  dust- 
carts, and  is  conveyed  to  the  Refuse  Destructor.  In  some  parts  of  the  town  refuse 
is  collected  twice  weekly. 

An  up-to-date  motor  dust-cart  has  been  purchased  during  the  year,  and  has 
given  satisfactory^  service.  It  presents  several  advantages  over  the  existing  horse- 
drawn  vehicles,  the  chief  of  these  being  : — 

1 . Die  lower  loading  line,  making  loading  easier,  quicker  and  cleaner. 

2.  Greater  capacity. 

8.  Great  saving  in  time  in  conveying  the  full  load  to  the  destructor  and 
returning  to  the  collecting  areas. 

The  Refuse  Destructor  is  situated  off  Shripney  Road  at  the  northern  boun- 
dary of  the  district.  It  contains  two  cells  of  the  ‘ ‘ back-feed  ’ ’ type,  and  the  carts 
discharge  their  loads  on  a platform  immediately  adjoining  the  feeding-floor. 

Although  there  are  two  cells,  these  are  not  separate  cells,  and  cannot  be 
used  independently  of  each  other  ; and  further,  owing  to  the  growdh  of  the  district, 
these  cells  are  now  worked  to  their  full  capacity. 

The  increase  in  the  loads  of  refuse  destroyed  during  the  last  five  years  is 
shown  by  the  following  figures  : — 

1921.  Loads  destroyed,  3,398 
1925.  Loads  destroyed,  4,977 

This  amounts  to  an  increase  of  50  per  cent.,  and  the  district  is  still  growing 
rapidly. 

It  therefore  happens  that  when  the  destructor  is  temporarily  closed  for  a 
few  day’s  for  survey’  or  repair,  an  undesirable  accumulation  of  refuse  is  formed  in  the 
grounds  of  the  destructor,  and  remains  there  for  some  time  before  it  can  be 
destroyed,  creating  a considerable  nuisance. 

Further  cells  are  needed,  and  should  be  constructed  so  that  some  cells  can  be 
in  use  all  the  time.  These  extra  cells  are  essential  if  refuse  is  to  be  collected 
throughout  the  district  twice  weekly  as  is  most  desirable. 

A preliminary’  report  on  this  matter  has  been  before  the  Council,  and  plans 
are  being  prepared  for  the  extension. 

During  the  year,  519  loads  of  clinker,  and  60  loads  of  ashes  have  been  used 
on  the  roads  and  footpaths  of  the  district. 

The  sum  of  £307  10s.  8d.  has  been  realised  by  the  sale  of  ashes  and  bottles. 

Cesspools. 

There  are  six  houses  in  the  district  drained  to  cesspools.  Four  of  these 
houses  are  more  than  200  yards  from  the  nearest  sewer,  and  the  other  two  are 
situated  on  the  boundary  of  the  district  at  too  low  a level  to  enable  them  to  drain 
into  any’  existing  sewer. 
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The  arrangements  for  cleansing  are  made  by  the  owners  of  the  premises. 
They  are  inspected  periodically,  and  notices  are  sent  to  the  owners  if  any  action  is 
necessar}^. 

Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  controlled  by  Byelaws  or  Regulations. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings. 

Although  there  are  no  houses  in  the  district  which  were  originally  designed 
as  tenement  houses,  the  general  shortage  of  housing  accommodation  has  caused 
certain  houses  to  be  let  in  separate  lodgings.  These  houses  were  not  provided  with 
sufficient  separate  accommodation  for  cooking,  storage  of  food,  or  washing,  and  so 
Byelaws  have  been  framed  and  passed  to  deal  with  this  matter.  These  Byelaws 
became  operative  at  the  beginning  of  December,  and  notices  were  served  on  the 
owners  of  these  houses  to  carry  out  the  necessary  work. 

Tents  and  Vans. 

Travelling  circuses  and  fairs  frequently  visit  the  district  during  the  summer 
months,  and  Byelaws  have  been  framed  to  facilitate  the  provision  of  water  supply, 
proper  sanitary  accommodation,  and  precautions  to  be  taken  in  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  in  such  cases. 

Offensive  Trades. 

In  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1923  I drew  the  attention  of  the  Council 
to  their  powers  to  make  Byelaws  for  the  control  of  offensive  trades,  with  special 
reference  to  ffsh-frying. 

There  are  three  fried-fish  shops  in  the  town,  and  they  are  conducted  in  a 
clean  and  proper  manner. 

It  is  obvious,  however,  that,  unless  the  Local  Authority  has  the  power,  by 
means  of  Byelaws,  to  prevent  offensive  trades  being  established  in  their  district 
without  their  consent,  such  trades  may  be  established  in  quite  unsuitable  situations, 
and,  once  established,  no  action  can  be  taken  unless  it  is  possible  to  prove  the  exist- 
ence of  a nuisance. 

Schools. 

The  Elementar}^  Schools  within  the  district  consist  of  Seven  Departments. 
The  Bognor  Council  Schools,  with  three  Departments,  are  situated  in  L^^on 

Street. 

The  South  Bersted  Church  Schools,  with  two  Departments,  are  in  Bersted 

Street. 

The  Bognor  (Nyewood)  Church  School  is  in  Richmond  Avenue. 

The  Bognor  Roman  Catholic  School  is  in  London  Road. 

With  the  exception  of  the  school  in  Richmond  Avenue,  none  of  these 
schools  is  very  modern  in  construction  and  design  ; but  it  is  unlikely  that  they 
could  be  materially  improved  by  alterations  to  the  existing  structures.  The  town 
water  supply  is  laid  on  to  all  schools,  and  the  sanitary  arrangements  are  effic  ent. 
The  premises  are  kept  in  a cleanly  and  sanitary  condition. 

The  action  taken  to  control  the  spread  of  infectious  disease  is  on  the  lines 
of  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  memorandum  on  closure  of  and  exclusion 
from  School,  1925.  Individual  cases  and  home  contacts  are  excluded,  and  school 
contacts  are  kept  under  observation.  Use  is  made  of  the  school  registers  in  fol- 
lowing up  recent  absentees  when  infectious  disease  is  prevalent.  Head  teachers  are 
notified  of  cases  of  infectious  cases,  and  instructions  are  given  for  exclusion  of 
cases  and  contacts  until  authority  is  received  for  their  re-admission. 

The  schools  are  thoroughly  disinfected  during  the  holidays.  No  school  has 
been  closed  for  infectious  disease  during  the  year. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

Tables  showing  the  number  and  description  of  the  factories  and  workshops 
registered  in  the  district  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  ^Sanitary  Inspector  on  the 
pages  immediately  following. 

The  duties  of  Local  Authorities  with  respect  to  Factories  are  confined  to 
enforcing  the  provision  of  proper  and  adequate  sanitary  accommodation.  The 
factories  on  the  register  are  satisfactory  in  this  respect. 
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The  duties  with  respect  to  workshops  are  more  extensive  and  relate  to 
ventilation,  lighting,  overcrowding,  general  cleanliness,  and  sanitary  accommoda- 
tion. Defects  were  found  in  six  cases  during  the  year,  and  these  are  tabulated  in 
the  special  table  relating  to  Factories  and  Workshops  attached  to  this  section  of  the 
Report.  These  defects  were  satisfactorily  remedied.  There  were  no  instances 
of  overcrowding  found. 

Taken  as  a whole  the  workshops  in  the  district  are  small,  and  few  people 
are  employed.  No  work  which  is  prejudicial  to  health  is  carried  on.  The  work- 
shops which  employ  most  people  are  those  engaged  in  the  manufacture,  alteration, 
or  repair  of  articles  of  clothing,  and  the  rooms  in  use  are  quite  suitable  for  the 
purposes  for  which  they  are  intended. 

Enquiries  are  made  with  regard  to  out-workers  in  the  district,  but  none 
was  employed  on  behalf  of  any  of  the  workshops  on  the  register  during  the  year 
1925. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1925,  for 
THE  Urban  District  of  Bognor,  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with  Factories,  Workshops  and  Work- 
places. 

1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nui- 
sances : — 


Premises 

(1) 

Number  of 

Insiiections 

(2) 

Written  Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecutions. 

(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

11 

2 

— 

^^'ORKSHOPS 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

58 

2 

— 

Workplaces  ... 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

11 

2 

Total 

80 

6 

— 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Prosecutions. 

(5) 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied. 

(3) 

1 Referred  to 

H.M. 

Inspector. 

(4) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — * 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1 

1 

— 



Want  of  ventilation 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 



— 

— 

AVant  of  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  nuisances  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 insuflicient  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sanitarv  accommodation  •;  unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

t- 

— 

— • 

Inot  separate  for  sexes... 
Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  ; — 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 

1 

1 

(s.  101)  . ... 



— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  and 
offences  under  the  Sections  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 
and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers)  Order, 
1921). 

Total 

6 

5 

— 

— 

*lncliiding  those  specified  in  sections  2,  .3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as 

remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 
t In  hand  at  end  of  year. 
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Annual  Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Council  Offices, 

Bognor. 

January,  1926. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Bognor  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Third  Annual  Report,  this  being 
for  the  year  1925. 

Complaints. 

The  total  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  was  88  and  had 


reference  to  the  following  matters  : — 

Defective  or  insuflficient  drainage  ...  ...  ...  21 

Defective  or  insufficient  closet  accommodation  ...  G 

Animals  kept  in  such  a state  as  to  be  a nuisance  ...  12 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dirty  or  defective  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  11 

Defects  at  factories  and  workshops  ...  ...  ...  2 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  other  refuse  ...  ...  7 

Defective  or  insufficient  ashbin  accommodation  ...  7 

Rat-infested  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Sheds  used  as  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nuisance  from  .smoke  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Damjmess  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Record  of  Defects. 

The  total  number  of  premises  upon  which  insanitary  conditions  have  been 
discovered  is  191,  and  the  number  of  improvements  necessary  to  remedy  the  defects 
upon  these  premises  is  approximately  as  follows  : — 


Repairs  to  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Homses  clean, sed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Houses  ])rovided  with  better  ventilation  ...  ...  5 

Overcrowding  to  be  abated  ...  ...  ...  5 

Spouting  repaired  or  disconnected  ...  ...  ...  10 

Closets  repaired  or  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  18 

Closets  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  7 

Additional  drains  ])rovided  ...  ...  ...  8 

Drainage  systems  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Drainage  systems  partially  relaid  or  I'epaired  ...  29 

Drains  opened  and  clean, sed  ...  ...  ...  25 

Oulley  traps  ])rovided  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Intercepting  traps  provided  ...  ...  ...  13 

Inspections  chambers  jirovided  ...  ...  ...  22 

Defective  traps  abolished  ...  ...  ...  8 

Soil  or  ventilating  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  22 

Soil  pipes  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Additional  ventilation  provided  to  drains  ...  ...  4 

Urinals  put  in  order  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  affixed  ...  ...  9 

Sanitary  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Yaids  paved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Yards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Yards  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Houses  cleansed  by  tenants  ...  ...  ...  3 

Xui.sances  from  keejung  of  fowl  and  other  animals  abated  7 
Nuisances  from  keeping  of  swine  abated  ...  ...  2 

Accumulations  of  manure  and  other  refuse  removed  ...  28 

iManure  receptacles  i)rovided  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ashbins  ])rovided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Wells  clo.sed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Toun  water  laid  on  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sanitary  accommodation  i)rovided  at  fairs,  etc.  ...  2 

U.se  of  .sheds  for  human  habitation  discontinued  ...  2 

In  connection  with  tlie.se  defects,  notices  tvere  issued  as  follows  : — 
Statutory  Notices  ...  ...  ...  21 

Certificates  under  Rent  Restriction  Acts  ...  2 


In  all  other  cases  the  necessar}^  work  has  been  carried  out  as  the  result  of 
informal  action. 
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Dwellings  Inspected. 

The  number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts  is  69.  Forty-nine  were  found  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation.  In  28  instances  the  necessary  work  was  done  as  the  result  of  informal 
action,  in  five  instances  the  owner  carried  out  the  work  after  service  of  Statutory 
Notice,  and  in  four  other  instances  the  work  was  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

One  house  upon  which  a Closing  Order  became  operative  during  1924  has 
been  rendered  fit  and  the  Closing  Order  determined. 

Sanitary  Surveys  of  Residences  at  Request. 

Nine  applications  for  drain  tests  and  reports  were  received  during  the  year. 
In  each  instance  the  ch’ainage  systems  were  found  to  be  defective.  Reconstruction 
of  the  drainage  system  was  carried  out  in  four  cases  and  in  three  others  partial 
reconstruction. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

The  registered  workshops  are  as  follows  : — 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Dressmakers  and  milliners  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Tailors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Laundries...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Shoemakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Plumbers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Carjienters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Motor  Garages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Various  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 


51 

One  new  bakehouse  has  been  erected  during  the  year,  and  one  bakehouse 
removed  from  the  register. 

Some  80  visits  to  factories,  workshops  and  workplaces  have  been  made  dur- 
ing the  year,  insanitary  conditions  being  found  upon  six  premises.  Details  of 
these  are  embodied  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

One  notice  of  occupation  was  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 
Two  notices  of  breaches  of  the  Act  were  received  from  the  Factory  Inspector 
during  the  year. 

Slaughter  Houses  and  Food  Stores. 

Four  hundred  and  sixty-six  visits  have  been  made  to  slaughter  houses  and 
other  premises  used  in  coimection  with  the  preparation  and  sale  of  food.  The 
requirements  of  the  Byelaws  and  Regulations  have,  on  the  whole,  been  well  carried 
out.  In  three  instances  the  attention  of  the  owner  has  been  called  to  neglect  to 
carry  out  periodical  cleansing,  and  in  16  instances  notices  have  been  given  to  remedy 
contraventions  of  the  Regulations  relating  to  protection  of  meat  against  con- 
tamination. 

Meat  Inspection. 

The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  which  came  into  force  on  the  first  day  of 
April,  1925,  have  greatly  facilitated  the  inspection  of  meat  in  private  slaughter 
houses. 

Six  hundred  and  thirty  notices  of  intention  to  slaughter  were  received 
during  the  period  April  to  December  31st,  and  the  following  carcases  and  organs 
inspected  : — 

Bovines  ...  ...  ...  ...  196 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  675 

Sheep  and  lambs  ...  ...  ...  597 


Total 


1468 
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As  a result  of  these  inspections,  the  following  parts  and  organs  were  found 
to  be  diseased,  and  were  condemned  and  destro^^ed  : — 


Part  or  Organ. 

1 

Bovines.  1 

1 

Pigs. 

Sheep. 

Total. 

Lungs  ... 

2 i 

G 

— 

8 

Livers  ... 

G : 

10 

8 

19 

Heads  ... 

1 ; 

8 

— 

4 

Forequarters 

2 : 

— 

— 

2 

Hindquarters 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Whole  carcase  and  organs... 

2 

— 

2 

Totals 

12  1 

21 

B 

35 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Four  samples  were  taken  under  the  above  Acts  and  forwarded  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  analysis.  These  are  in  addition  to  the  samples  taken  by  the  County 
Authorit3L  The  reports  received  were  in  each  case  satisfactory". 

Milk  Samples  for  Pathological  Examination. 

Thirty-eight  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  for  examination  as  to  cleanli- 
ness. Twenty-seven  were  taken  from  retailers,  and  eleven  in  course  of  delivery  by 
producers  to  retailers. 

Twenty-four  samples  of  milk  have  been  forwarded  for  examination  as  to 
the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Infectious  Disease. 

The  action  taken  for  preventing  the  spread  of  infectious  diseases  under  the 
direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  as  follows  : — 


Cases  enquired  into  and  premises  inspected  ...  ...  IG 

Houses  disinfected  after  cases  of  notifiable  disease  ...  22 

Houses  occupied  by  Tubercular  cases  disinfected  ...  G 

Houses  disinfected  after  non-notifiable  diseases  ...  10 

Loads  of  Bedding  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  40 


Notices  for  e.xcluding  contracts  from  Elementary  Schools  1 1 

Inspections  of  New  Buildings. 

The  following  Table  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out  as  Building  In- 
spector under  your  Surveyor  during  the  year  : — 


Drains  inspected  and  water  tested ...  ...  ...  284 

Inspection  of  connections  to  sewer...  ...  ...  198 

Other  inspections  of  Buildings  in  course  of  erection  ...  982 

Houses  certified  for  Subsidy  under  Housing  Act  ...  38 

Advances  under  Section  5 of  Housing  Act,  1923,  and 
Section  92  of  Housing  Act,  1925  ...  ...  ...  185 


I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

F.  A.  C.  CULLEN, 

Sanitary^  Inspector. 


HOUSING. 

I. — General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  Area. 

A. — General  Housing  Conditions. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  Housing  in  the  district  since  1920. 
The  total  number  of  houses  erected  during  the  last  five  years  is  635. 

Every^  advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  powers  granted  to  Local  Authorities 
under  the  Housing  Acts,  1919,  1923,  and  1925,  and  as  a result,  217  houses  have  been 
erected  with  state  assistance. 

According  to  information  derived  from  the  Census  returns  in  1911,  22  per 
cent,  of  the  population  lived  in  four-roomed  dwellings,  whilst  in  1921  the  percentage 
living  in  this  class  of  house  had  risen  to  46.8. 
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The  types  of  houses  most  urgently  needed  at  the  end  of  the  war  were  houses 
with  four  and  five  rooms,  and  it  is  interesting  to  find  that  over  two-thirds  of  the 
total  number  of  houses  built  since  1920  were  of  these  sizes,  the  actual  figures  being  : 


Total. 

4 Roomed  Houses. 

5 Roomed  Houses. 

Number. 

Percentage 
of  Total. 

Number. 

Percentage 
of  Total. 

G8.J 

117 

27’8 

2G0 

40'9 

These  figures  will  be  better  appreciated  when  it  is  remembered  that  for  over 
two  3"ears  (the  period  between  the  curtailment  of  activity  under  the  1919  Act  and 
the  appearance  of  the  1923  Act)  no  houses  were  built  at  a price  within  the  reach 
of  the  working  classes. 

B, — (i)  Extent  of  Shortage  of  Houses. 

There  is  still  a considerable  shortage  of  houses  in  the  district. 

A waiting  list  was  opened  after  the  war,  and  there  were  240  applicants  for 
the  73  houses  erected  by  the  Council  under  the  1919  Housing  Act.  This  waiting- 
list  was  revised  in  May  1925,  and  the  revised  list  contained  207  names.  Since 
May,  a further  68  applications  have  been  received.  The  number  of  names  remain- 
ing on  the  list  at  the  end  of  1925  was  244,  of  whom  148  were  resident  in  the  district. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  housing  operations  during  the  last  five  j^ears  have  been 
able  to  keep  the  list  from  increasing,  and  that  is  all. 

This  waiting  list  can  be  taken  to  include  the  following  factors  : — 

1.  The  arrears  of  housing  accommodation  due  to  the  war. 

2.  The  normal  annual  requirements  of  the  resident  population  of  the 

district  since  1920. 

3.  Immigration  from  surrounding  districts. 

Each  year  will  show  an  addition  to  the  list  under  headings  2 and  3.  Ex- 
amination of  registers  and  statistics  suggests  that  at  least  30  state-assisted  houses 
will  be  required  each  year  to  meet  the  normal  annual  requirements  of  the  district. 
Immigration  into  the  district  cannot  be  estimated  at  the  present  time,  nor  indeed 
can  it  be  reasonably  allowed  for  under  present  conditions  in  so  far  as  Council 
cottages  are  concerned. 

Looking  ahead  for  the  next  five  years,  it  appears  then  that  300  houses  will 
be  required. 

(ii)  Measures  Taken  to  Meet  the  Shortage. 

"nie  measures  taken  during  the  past  five  years  to  deal  with  the  shortage  of 
small  houses  have  been : — 

1.  Council  housing  scheme  under  the  1919  Housing  Act.  Under  this 

scheme  66  four-roomed,  non-parlour  type  houses  were  erected  in 

1921. 

2.  Council  Housing  Scheme  under  the  1923  and  1925  Housing  Acts. 

Under  these  Acts  64  houses  have  been  erected  during  1924  and 

1925. 

3.  Subsidies  granted  to  builders  under  the  1923  and  1925  Housing  Acts. 

Subsidies  were  granted  in  respect  of  87  houses  erected  by  private 

persons  during  1924  and  1925. 

4.  Advances  up  to  90  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  the  house  granted  by  the 

Council  to  purchasers  of  houses  with  a value  of  less  than  £1,500. 

During  1924  and  1925  advances  have  been  granted  with  respect  to  139 

houses. 
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(iii)  Measures  Contemplated  for  the  Future. 

1.  The  Council  has  purchased  26  acres  of  land  in  the  north-west  of  the 

district  between  Chichester  Road,  Hawthorn  Road,  and  Mons 
Avenue,  for  development  as  a Housing  Estate.  A plan  making 
provision  for  294  houses,  and  a recreation  ground,  has  already 
been  prepared  and  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health.  The 
frontages  to  Chichester  Road  and  Hawthorn  Road  are  being  sold 
to  private  builders,  and  the  houses  being  built  thereon  are  mostly 
state-assisted. 

2.  A continuance  of  the  scheme  for  granting  subsidies  to  builders  under 

the  Housing  Acts,  and  for  making  advances  to  purchasers  of  small 
houses. 

11. — Overcrowding. 

A.  — Extent  of  Overcrowding  in  the  District. 

In  considering  overcrowding,  a great  deal  depends  on  the  interpretation 
placed  on  the  word.  If  it  is  merely  regarded  in  terms  of  cubic  feet  of  air  space  per 
head,  then  there  is  practically  no  overcrowding  in  the  district.  I think,  however, 
that  a more  liberal  interpretation  is  required.  Unless  every  family  or  separate 
occupier  has  separate  and  sufficient  arrangements  for  cooking,  storage  of  food, 
and  washing,  and  adequate  sanitary  accommodation,  then,  in  1113^  opinion,  over- 
crowding really  exists. 

The  measure  of  overcrowding,  interpreted  in  this  wa3'%  is  indicated  by  the 
waiting  list  of  applicants,  resident  in  the  district,  for  Council  houses,  as  detailed  in 
the  previous  section. 

B.  — Causes  of  Overcrowding. 

The  principal  causes  of  overcrowding  in  the  district  are  : — 

1.  iShortage  of  houses. 

2.  The  fact  that  the  Council  is  erecting  a considerable  number  of  houses 

undoubtedly  encourages  immigration  from  outside  districts  in  the 
hope  of  being  able  to  secure  accommodation  here. 

3.  The  practice  of  sub-letting  rooms  engaged  in  by  some  tenants  of 

existing  Council  houses,  in  contravention  of  the  terms  of  the 
lease. 

4.  Economic  questions  ; house  rents  being  so  high  that  they  are  fre- 

quently beyond  the  means  of  the  poorer  members  of  the  com- 
munit3L 

Causes  3 and  4,  had  to  a lesser  extent,  2,  are  interdependent.  The  rent  of 
the  Council  houses  (12/6  a week  inclusive  of  rates),  though  comparing  very  favour- 
ably with  rents  in  surrounding  districts,  is  still  a disproportionate  item  in  the  weekly 
budget  of  some  of  the  tenants  ; consequently  to  help  to  meet  the  rent,  the  tenant 
sub-lets  part  of  the  house.  This  usually  tends  to  occur  in  the  families  with  the 
most  children  to  support,  who  have  the  least  accommodation  to  spare.  Moreover, 
it  sometimes  happens  that  the  sub-tenants  come  from  outside  the  district. 

Of  the  last  31  applicants  allocated  houses,  11  were  alread}^  living  as  sub- 
tenants in  houses  the  property  of  the  Council. 

C.  — Measures  Taken  to  Deal  with  Overcrowding. 

Where  overcrowding  of  a serious  nature  exists,  a statutory  notice  is  served 
on  the  occupier  requiring  the  abatement  of  the  nuisance  caused  b3"  overcrowding. 
This  procedure  is  resorted  to  as  seldom  as  possible,  and  it  is  not  satisfactor3L 
Suitable  alternative  accommodation  is  scarce!}^  ever  found,  and  the  result  is  that 
the  people  ejected  either  promptly  repair  to  another  house  where  the  same  con- 
ditions of  overcrowding  are  repeated,  or  the}^  go  to  the  workhouse,  Avhich  is  merel}^ 
a temporary  solution  of  the  difficult}^  and  in  many  cases,  owing  to  the  exist  ng 
Poor  Law,  causes  unemployment. 

Houses  are  allotted  as  they  become  available,  and  overcrowding  is  one  of 
the  factors  considered  in  making  allocations.  This  is  the  only  solution  of  the 
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problem.  'Phe  erection  of  wooden  houses  was  considered  the  Council  during 
1925,  but  the  costs  were  thought  to  be  too  higli  for  buildings  of  a temporary 
nature. 

III.  — Fitness  of  Houses. 

1.  — (a)  General  Standard  of  Housing  in  the  Area. 

'Pile  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  area  is  very  fair.  In  a few  of  the 
oldest  houses  nothing  short  of  complete  reconstruction  can  make  them  satisfactory, 
but  whilst  the  housing  shortage  remains  so  acute,  closing  orders  are  issued  as  rarely 
as  possible. 

(b)  Genera].  Characters  of  the  Defects  Found  in  Unfit  Houses. 

Inspection  of  the  district  shows  that  the  chief  defects  found  in  unfit  houses 

ure  : — 

(i)  Dampness  of  walls  and  ceiling  due  to  defective  roofs,  gutters,  and 

downspouts. 

(ii)  Lack  of  cleanliness  of  walls. 

(iii)  Defective  plaster  of  walls  and  ceilings. 

(iv)  Lack  of  paving  of  yards. 

d'here  is  a certain  amount  of  delay  on  the  part  of  owners  in  carr3dng  out 
repairs,  and  the  reasons  are  : — 

(i)  'Phe  rents  received  are  insufficient  to  pay  for  the  extensive  repairs 

that  are  needed  in  many  cases. 

(ii)  'Phe  fact  that,  with  so  much  actual  building  in  progress  in  the 

district,  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  the  labour  for  carrying  out  re- 
pair work. 

In  some  cases  neglect  by  tenants  has  been  found  responsible  for  the  lack  of 
cleanliness  and  dilapidations,  but  this  is  not  a common  occurrence  in  the  district. 

2.  — General  Action  Taken  as  Regards  Unfit  Houses. 

(a)  Action  is  taken  under  the  nuisance  sections  of  the  Public  Health  Acts, 

and  many  nuisances  are  abated  and  houses  rendered  habitable  in 
this  wa3L 

(b)  Action  is  also  taken  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Act,  1919,  and 

Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925.  These  sections  are  employed 
when  the  repairs  required  fall  outside  the  provisions  of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  mentioned  above. 

In  emplo3dng  these  sections,  it  is  the  practice  in  the  district 
to  call  for  only  that  amount  of  work  at  one  time,  which  can  be 
readil3"  accomplished  without  the  question  of  house-closure  b3^  the 
owner  arising. 

Details  of  action  taken  during  1925  appear  in  the  Table  at  the  end  of  this 
section. 

IV.  — Unhealthy  Areas. 

Uiere  are  no  unhealtlw  areas  in  the  district,  and  no  complaints  have  been 
received,  nor  representations  made  under  this  heading. 

V.  Byelaws  Relating  to  Houses,  Houses  Let  in  Lodgings,  and  to  Tents  and  Vans. 

Previous  to  1925  there  were  no  Byelaws  in  force  in  the  district  with  respect 
to  houses  let  in  lodgings,  and  with  respect  to  tents  and  vans.  New  B3'elaws  were 
passed  in  September,  1925,  and  will  come  into  operation  in  1926. 

'I'he  B3-elaws  with  respect  to  new  streets  and  buildings  were  also  found  to 
reciuire  revision  during  1925. 
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The  following  table  sho^vs  the  facts  with  legard  to  Houses  and  Housing  during  the  year  1925  : 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  sejiarately  rmder  (b)  ...  254 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  69 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

imder  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910, 
or  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  29 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  imder 

the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,2 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Sebvice  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  28 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 


served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by 
owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling -houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — ' 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 


C.  Proceedings  under  section  11,  14,  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making 

of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- houses  having 
been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk. 

In  discussing  the  milk  supply  of  the  district  the  first  thing  is  to  indicate  a 
standard  by  which  to  judge  the  purity  and  wholesomeness  of  milk.  Next,  to  de- 
scribe the  methods  at  present  in  force  in  the  district  to  ascertain  the  quality  of 
the  milk  sold,  and  the  character  of  the  supervision  exercised  over  its  production 
and  distribution.  And  finally  to  report  on  the  results  of  the  various  examinations 
carried  out  during  the  year. 
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1. — Standard  of  a Satisfactory  Milk, 

Milk,  to  be  pure  and  wholesome,  should  comply  with  the  following  condi- 
tions : — 

(a)  It  should  not  contain  the  Bacillus  of  Tuberculosis. 

(b)  It  should  contain  a proper  amount  of  nutriment  in  the  form  of  milk 

fat  and  other  solids. 

(c)  It  should  contain  only  a reasonably  small  number  of  contaminating 

bacteria. 

(b)  The  standard  of  Avhat  is  considered  to  be  a proper  amount  of  nutriment 
is  laid  down  in  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations,  1901  as  milk  fat,  3 per  cent.  Solids, 
other  than  milk  fat,  8.5  per  cent. 

(c)  The  standard  of  cleanliness,  that  is  of  the  permissible  number  of  bac- 
teria present,  is  not  absolute  ; and  it  is  only  of  recent  years  that  any  figures  have 
been  suggested.  Under  the  Special  Designations  Order  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Amendment  Act,  1922,  tw^o  standards  were  laid  down  : Certified  Milk,  having  not 
more  than  30,000  bacteria  per  cubic  centimetre,  and  Grade  “ A ” Milk,  having  not 
more  than  200,000.  ITie  higher  figure,  200,000  per  cubic  centimetre,  provides  a 
basis  on  which  to  consider  the  cleanliness  of  milk. 

2.  — Methods  for  Ascertaining  the  Quality  of  Milk. 

ddie  methods  employed  in  the  district  to  ascertain  the  quality  of  the  milk  sold 

are  : — 

(a)  Samples  of  milk  are  taken  in  course  of  delivery  and  sent  for  examina- 

tion as  to  the  presence  of  the  Bacillus  of  Tuberculosis.  The  ex- 
perimental inoculation  test  is  employed. 

(b)  Samples  are  taken  by  the  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  of  the 

AVest  Sussex  County  Council  and  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for  examination  as  to  whether 
they  conform  with  the  standard  of  milk  fat,  etc.,  as  laid  down  in 
the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations. 

(c)  Samples  are  taken  in  course  of  delivery  and  sent  for  examination  as 

to  cleanliness  ; that  is,  as  to  the  number  of  contaminating  bacteria 
present. 

[These  samples  are  collected  in  sterile  bottles,  packed  in  metal 
containers  and  surrounded  with  ice.  They  are  sent  by  passenger 
train  to  Brighton,  where  they  are  handed  to  a messenger  from  the 
laboratory  where  the  examinations  are  carried  out]. 

Production  and  Distribution  and  the  Supervision  exercised  over  them. 
Production. 

In  considering  this  question,  it  is  convenient  to  divide  it  into — 

1.  The  ordinary  Milk  Supply. 

2.  The  Extraordinary  Milk  Supply, 

by  which  is  meant  the  extra  supply  of  milk  which  comes  into  the  town  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  great  increase  in  population  during  the  holida^^  season. 

1. — The  Ordinar}^  Milk  Suppl}^ 

This  is  obtained  from — 

(a)  Dairymen  within  the  district. 

(b)  Dairymen  in  the  surrounding  rural  districts. 

(a)  Very  little  milk  is  produced  within  the  district.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  there  were  two  producers  in  the  district  with  33  and  7 cows  respectively. 

'Pile  cowsheds  are  properly  constructed  and  are  kept  in  a clean  and  sanitary 
condition.  Attention  is  paid  to  the  grooming  of  the  cows,  the  washing  of  the  ud- 
ders, and  the  cleanliness  of  the  milkers’  hands  before  milking.  Milking  buckets  are 
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scoured  and  rinsed  in  boiling  water  on  the  premises,  and  churns  are  washed  and 
steam-cleansed  at  the  dairies  to  which  the  milk  is  immediately  delivered.  In  one 
case  the  milk  is  cooled  on  the  farm  premises  ; in  the  other  case  it  is  cooled  on  arrival 
at  the  dairy. 

The  cowsheds  are  inspected  at  frequent  intervals. 

The  cows  are  inspected  periodically  by  the  Council’s  Veterinary  Officer. 
Samples  of  milk  are  taken  from  suspected  cows  for  bacteriological  examination, 
and  steps  are  taken,  if  necessary,  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act, 
1915,  in  cases  of  cows  suffering  from  transmissible  infectious  diseases.  Cows 
found  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  are  reported  to  the  County  Council  in 
accordance  with  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925. 

(b)  The  bulk  of  the  ordinary  milk  supply  comes  from  herds  kept  in  the 
surrounding  rural  districts. 

The  sanitary  supervision  of  premises  and  procedure  is,  of  course,  in  the 
hands  of  the  Authority  in  whose  district  the  farm  is  situated. 

In  the  case  of  a producer  outside  the  district  apptying  to  be  registered  as  a 
retailer  within  the  district,  this  is  onlj^  done  after  the  receipt  of  a satisfactory 
report  from  the  Authority  in  whose  district  the  milk  is  produced. 

The  majority  of  the  milk-producers  in  the  surrounding  districts  have 
permitted  the  Council’s  Veterinary  Officer  to  inspect  their  herds.  In  these  cases 
any  defects  discovered  are  reported  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  in  whose  area  the 
farm  lies. 

2. — The  Extra-ordinary  Milk  Supply. 

This,  of  necessity,  comes  from  more  distant  districts,  such  as  the  Pul- 
borough  and  Petersfield  areas,  and  the  time  which  elapses  between  milking  and 
distribution  is  consequently  increased.  Added  to  this  is  the  fact  that  the  period 
during  which  this  milk  is  being  brought  into  the  town  is  the  time  when  the  weather 
is  warmest.  Since  the  multiplication  of  bacteria  proceeds  with  increasing  rapidity 
as  the  temperature  rises,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  a difficult  problem  to  ensure  that 
this  milk  reaches  the  consumer  with  a satisfactorily  low  bacterial  content,  even 
though  it  may  have  been  efficiently  cooled  directly  after  milking.  To  meet  this 
problem,  one  of  the  largest  milk-distributing  companies  in  the  London  area  has 
employed  large  insulated  containers,  constructed  on  the  vacuum  flask  princijDle 
and  transported  by  road.  This  method  has  been  attended  with  considerable  suc- 
cess, and  appears  to  be  a solution  of  the  difficulty. 

The  main  factors  regulating  the  cleanliness  of  milk  were  indicated  in  my 
Annual  Report  for  1924.  In  this  connection,  it  is  of  interest  to  record  that  the 
Director  of  Agriculture  of  the  West  Sussex  County  Council  organised  a Clean  Milk 
Competition  in  the  county  during  1925.  Many  instructive  points  were  learned 
from  this  competition,  and  it  had  a decided  educational  value. 

Distribution. 

There  are  14  milk  retailers  on  the  register.  Of  these,  10  have  premises 
within  the  district.  All  of  these  have  dairies  which  are  satisfactory  with  regard 
to  structure,  ventilation,  lighting,  and  water  supply.  The  dairies  are  maintained 
in  a clean  and  wholesome  condition,  and  are  frequently  inspected. 

Advantage  was  taken  during  1923  of  the  powers  given  by  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Amendment  Act,  1922,  to  refuse  registration  unless  premises  were  raised 
to  a satisfactory  standard  ; by  this  means  three  new  dairies  were  constructed 
and  others  altered  and  improved. 

There  has  been  an  increase  during  the  last  five  years  in  the  amount  of  milk 
delivered  in  sealed  bottles,  but  even  now  this  represents  but  a small  proportion  of 
the  milk  sold.  The  hand-can  is  still,  in  my  opinion,  far  too  prevalent  on  the 
streets.  It  cannot  be  too  often  repeated  that  the  less  milk  is  handled,  the  cleaner 
■will  it  arrive  at  its  destination. 
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^Special  Designations  Order,  1923. 

I'lider  this  order  the  following  licenses  were  granted  during  1925  : — 
Licences  to  Sell  C^ertified  Milk  ...  ...  ...  Three 

Licences  to  Sell  Grade  “ A ” Milk  ...  ...  Three 

Suppleinentary  License  to  a producer  outside  the  district 

to  Sell  Grade  “ A ” Milk  within  the  district  ...  One 
Xo  jiasteurised  milk  is  sold  in  the  district. 

3. — Results  of  Examination  of  Milk  Samples  Taken  During  1925. 


(a)  For  examination  as  to  presence  of  the  Bacillus  of  Tuberculosis. 

B.  Tuberculosis  B.  Tuberculosis 

X'umber  of  Samples  Present.  Absent. 

24  Nil  24 

(b)  For  examination  as  to  whether  genuine.  These  samples  were  taken  by 
the  Count}’  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures. 

Number  of  Samples.  Genuine.  Not  Genuine. 


30 
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Four  of  the  samples  reported  as  not  genuine  were  from  one  supply.  As  the 
milk  was  found  to  be  not  genuine  as  it  came  from  the  cows,  the  farmer  was  cau- 
tioned and  is  to  improve  the  supply. 

The  remaining  sample  reported  as  not  genuine  was  slightly  deficient,  and  a 
further  sample  was  taken  and  found  to  be  genuine. 

(c)  For  examination  as  to  Cleanliness. 


The  samples  are  classified  according  to  cleanliness,  and  are  divided  into 
two  groups — those  taken  during  the  v'arm  weather  from  May-September,  and  those 
taken  during  the  rest  of  the  year. 


Number  of  Samples  containing 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Xumber  of 

over 

Samples. 

under  15,000 

15,000-.30,000 

30.000-100,000 

100,(X)0-200,000 

200,000 

batderia 

bacteria 

bacteria 

bacteria 

bacteria 

l)er 

per 

per 

per 

per 

cubic 

cubic 

cubic 

cubic 

cubic 

centimetre 

centimetre 

centimetre 

centimetre 

centimetre 

March,  April 

Oct.  Dec.  ... 

18 

4 

5 

3 

5 

1 

•May-Sept.... 

20 

1 

5 

8 

4 

2 

Total 

38 

5 

10 

11 

9 

3 

These  results  must  be  considered  as  very  satisfactory.  Columns  1 and  2 
represent  milk  up  to  the  standard  of  Certified  Milk,  in  so  far  as  number  of  bacteria 
are  concerned,  whilst  columns  3 and  4 are  still  below  the  number  of  bacteria 
permitted  in  Grade  “ A ” Milk.  Column  5 are  above  the  number  permitted  in 
Grade  “ A ” milk,  but  there  are  only  three  samples  out  of  38  in  this  group,  and 
even  in  this  group  no  sample  exceeded  300,000  bacteria  per  cubic  centimetre. 
Summarising  the  table  then,  it  will  be  seen  that  39  per  cent,  of  the  samples  were 
equal  to  Certified  Milk,  and  a further  52  per  cent,  were  equal  to  Grade  “A”, 
whilst  only  8 per  cent,  were  worse  than  Grade  “ A.”  Moreover,  these  samples 
were  not  taken  from  Graded  Milk,  but  from  the  ordinary  milk  supply  of  the  district. 

The  samples  are  admittedly  few,  but  are  nevertheless  encouraging. 

Warm  weather  samples  ranged  a little  higher  than  cool  weather  ones- 
Of  cool  weather  .samples  50  per  cent,  were  down  to  the  Certified  Milk  standard, 
whilst  in  the  warm  weather  this  percentage  dropped  to  30.  The  other  factor 
tested  for  was  the  presence  or  absence  of  a certain  bacterium  known  as  Bacilus  Cbli, 
which  usually  indicates  contamination  of  an  undesirable  nature.  The  following 
table  shows  the  results,  and  in  this  matter  also  there  is  a decided  contrast  between 
the  winter  and  summer  samples. 
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Number  of  Sample.s. 

B.  Coli  Present. 

B.  Coli  Absent. 

March-April,  Oct. -Dec.  ... 

18 

4 (22.20/0) 

14 

May-Sept. 

20 

~ (3o%) 

13 

Total  ... 

38 

11  (29%) 

27 

Veterinery  Inspection. 

I regret  that  owing  to  illness,  the  Veterinary  Officer,  Mr.  C.  Aggio,  has  been 
unable  to  write  a report  on  his  work  on  the  inspection  of  cowsheds  and  dairies. 

Under  the  circumstances,  I can  only  submit  a brief  note  derived  from  the 
Quarterly  Reports  presented  to  the  Sanitary  Committee. 

I should  like  to  take  the  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the 
thoroughness  and  efficiency  with  which  these  inspections  have  been  carried  out 
during  the  year.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  work  has  been  a large  factor  in 
maintaining  the  high  standard  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  district,  both  as  to  cleanliness 
and  freedom  from  transmissible  diseases. 

The  inspection  is  carried  out  in  the  case  of  farms  outside  the  district  with 
the  consent  of  the  dairyman  concerned. 

The  premises  visited  and  inspected  have  increased  during  the  year  from 
17  to  25,  and  the  number  of  cows  inspected  has  risen  from  376  to  593. 

The  first  report  submitted  by  Mr.  Aggio,  after  taking  up  the  appointment, 
showed  that  in  some  cases  insufficient  attention  was  paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  the 
cows’  flanks  and  udders  prior  to  milking.  It  is  pleasant  to  record  that  there  are 
now  no  complaints  on  this  matter,  the  general  standard  of  cleanliness  having 
greatly  improved. 

The  introduction  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1925,  has  already  produced 
good  results.  There  is  no  doubt  that  many  unhealthy  cows  have  been  removed 
from  the  herds  in  the  surrounding  districts.  In  addition  to  these,  the  Veterinary 
Officer  has  reported  to  the  County  Council  14  cows  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 
The  majority  of  these  showed  Tubercular  disease  of  the  udder,  whilst  two  were  also 
suffering  from  marked  emaciation.  Eight  cases  were  reported  during  the  Sep- 
tember quarter,  and  represented  1.5  per  cent,  of  the  cows  inspected.  The  other 
six  cases  were  reported  during  the  December  quarter,  and  represented  1.0  per 
cent,  of  the  total  number  of  cows  seen. 

Meat. 

(i)  Meat  Inspection. 

The  Public  Health  Meat  Regulations,  1924,  have  greatly  facilitated  the 
inspection  of  meat. 

These  regulations  require  that  three  hours’  notice  shall  be  given  to  the 
Council’s  Inspector  of  the  intention  to  slaughter,  together  with  the  place  and  pro- 
posed time  of  slaughter.  They  further  enact  that  no  carcases  nor  organs  shall  be 
removed  from  the  slaughterhouse  until  seen  by  the  Inspector,  or  until  a period  of 
three  hours  has  elapsed  from  the  time  of  slaughter. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  visits  the  slaughterhouses  at  the  times  stated,  and 
makes  a careful  examination  of  the  carcases  and  organs.  Details  of  the  number 
of  animals  inspected  and  the  diseased  conditions  found  are  given  in  the  report  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  included  in  this  report.  Since  the  1st  of  April,  1925,  when  these 
Regulations  came  into  force,  1468  animals  have  been  inspected,  and  meat  or  organs 
has  been  condemned  on  35  carcases.  These  figures  are  a testimony  to  the  com- 
pleteness of  the  inspection  and  to  the  good  quality  of  the  meat. 

Any  diseased  meat  and  organs  are  at  once  surrendered,  and  their  destruc- 
tion at  the  Refuse  Destructor  is  supervised  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  The  Coun- 
cil has  provided  bins  at  each  slaughterhouse  for  the  reception  of  any  condemned 
meat,  pending  removal  for  destruction. 
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<ii)  Shops  and  Stores. 

Efficient  refrigerators  are  installed  on  the  premises  of  all  the  meat  retailers 
i)i  the  district,  but  better  storage  accommodation  is  required  in  some  cases. 

Shops  and  stores  are  kept  in  a cleanly  condition,  but  there  has  been  some 
difficulty  iu  deciding  what  constitutes  reasonable  precautions  to  prevent  contamina- 
tion of  meat  by  Hies,  mud,  dust,  etc. 

It  was  at  first  considered  that  this  was  meant  to  imply  that  all  shops  should 
have  closed  glass  fronts,  but  a subsequent  memorandum  from  the  Ministry  of 
Health  showed  that  this  was  not  intended  in  all  cases.  When  it  is  remembered 
that  many  butchers’  shops  already  have  Hxed  glass  windows  and  are  quite  satis- 
factory in  every  wa}",  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  any  valid  objection  to  the  provision 
of  such  windows  can  be  advanced  on  sanitary  grounds.  The  important  point, 
honever,  is  the  question  of  selling,  as  it  were,  on  the  pavement  from  the  open 
shop  front.  H’his  is  a general  practice  in  the  trade  and  would  be  abolished  alto- 
gether if  windows  were  to  be  kept  shut.  I do  not  think  this  would  be  objected  to 
in  this  district  provided  that  the  rule  could  be  made  to  operate  equally  in  every 
case  ; but  as  things  stand  at  present,  this  cannot  be  enforced,  the  view  taken  being 
that  each  case  should  be  considered  on  its  merits. 

The  C'ouncil  realised  that  in  taking  legal  proceedings  on  this  question,  they 
might  incur  the  heavy  expenses  of  a “ test  case  ” action.  The  Clerk  to  the  Coun- 
cil was  accordingl}'  instructed  to  raise  the  question  at  the  meeting  of  the  Urban 
District  Councils’  Association.  He  read  a paper  on  the  subject  before  the  Associa- 
tion and  a Committee  v as  appointed  by  them  to  consider  and  report  on  the  matter. 

The  steps  taken  in  the  district  to  prevent  contamination  of  meat  have  been 
Hrstlj'  to  stop  the  practice  of  hanging  meat  outside  the  shop-fronts,  and  secondly 
to  require  closure  of  windows  when  climatic  conditions  make  contamination  likely 
to  occur.  In  this  connection  it  may  be  observed  that,  with  one  exception,  the 
butcher’s  shops  in  the  town  are  provided  with  glass  windows. 

The  suggestion  of  keeping  meat  covered  with  clean  gauze  during  business 
hours,  though  attractive  in  theory,  is  obviously  not  practicable. 

(iii)  8LAUGnTE:RHOUSES. 

'I’here  is  no  public  slaughterhouse  in  the  district. 

'I’he  following  table  shows  the  private  slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  district 
at  the  dates  mentioned  : — 


In  1920 

Tn  January,  1925. 

In  December,  1925. 

Regi.stered 

3 

2 

Licensed 

2 

2 

2 

Total  ... 

5 

4 

4 

Other  Foods. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  10  bakehouses  in  the  district.  These  are  properly  constructed, 
are  adetpiately  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  comply  with  the  sanitary  requirements 
of  the  Factories  and  ^\"orkshops  Acts.  The  walls  and  ceilings  are  cleansed  in 
accordance  with  the  regulations,  but  the  general  standard  of  cleanliness  in  some 
cases  has  at  times  been  found  unsatisfactory.  Now  that  the  previously  existing 
powers  have  been  reinforced  b3^  Section  72  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  it  is 
hoped  to  secure  permanent  improvements  on  these  premises. 

There  are  no  underground  bakehouses  in  the  district. 

Other  Places. 

Stores  and  places  where  food  is  prepared,  particularly  the  kitchens  of  res- 
taui-ants,  have  been  inspected,  and  have  been  found  in  a satisfactory  sanitary  condi- 
tion. 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Samples  of  milk  taken  for  examination  under  the  above  Acts  the  County 
Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  have  been  tabulated  in  the  section  of  the  Re- 
port on  Milk-supply.  The  following  Table  shows  the  results  of  other  samples 
taken  by  the  County  Inspector,  and  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  : — 


Description. 

Ao. 

Genuine. 

Not  Genuine. 

Calcined  Magnesia 

2 

2 

J am 

2 

2 



Whisky  

1 

— 

1 

Puipose  of  Examination. 

Result. 

Jam  (in  glass  containers) 

2 

For  presence  of  powered  glass  . . . 

Negative 

Tinned  Peas 

1 

For  amount  of  colouring  matter 

Copper  sulphate  jn'csent,  but  in 

Presei’ved  Cream 

harmless  quantity 

1 

For  amount  of  preservative 

Boric  Acid  present  in  amount 

below  the  prescribed  maximum 

THE  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  infectious  diseases  notified  dur- 
ing the  five  years  1921-1925  : — 


Year 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Pneumonia. 

Erysipelas. 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica. 

Malaria. 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Anterior 

Polio -myelitis. 

Puerperal 

Septicaemia. 

Respiratory 

Tuberculosis. 

Non-Resph’atoiy 

Tuberculosis. 

Total. 

1921 

21 

Ill 

1 

3 

— 









20 

3 

159 

1922 

— 

3 

24 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

. 

22 

3 

56 

1923 

2 

9 

19 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

18 

4 

57 

1924 

1 

6 

20 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

14 

4 

52 

1925 

— 

6 

22 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

19 

2 

56 

From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  only  notifiable  infectious  disease 
to  assume  epidemic  form  during  the  period  under  review  was  Scarlet  Fever.  There 
was  a large  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  during  1921.  For  the  remaining  four 
years  the  attack  rate  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  district  was  considerably  less  than 
the  attack  rate  in  England  and  Wales  as  a whole,  whilst  the  attack  rate  of  Diph- 
theria during  the  same  time  was  less  than  half  the  rate  for  the  whole  country. 

The  attack  rate  per  1,000  of  population  for  these  two  diseases  is  compared 
with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole  in  the  following  Table  : — 


Year. 

Area. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

1921 

England  and  Wales 

3.64 

1.76 

Bognor  U.D. 

9.6 

1.85 

1922-25 

England  and  Wales 

2.40 

1.18 

Bognor  U.D. 

1.76 

0.49 

1925 

England  and  Whales 

2.36 

1.23 

Bognor  U.D. 

1.72 

0.46 

Scarlet  Fever. 

In  the  epidemic  during  1921  nearly  all  the  cases  occurred  among  school 
children  in  the  elementary  schools.  The  disease  appeared  first  in  the  Council 
schools  in  Lyon  Street,  and  later  affected  the  Church  of  England  Schools  in  South 
Rersted.  It  is  noteworthy  that  very  few  cases  occurred  in  the  Nyewood  Church 
School,  and  as  the  children  attending  that  school  were  drawn  from  all  parts  of  the 
district,  and  lived  in  close  proximity  to  the  children  attending  the  affected  schools, 
it  was  probable  that  the  schools  played  a larger  part  in  the  spread  of  infection  than 
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the  homes.  About  midway  through  the  epidemic,  a “ missed  ” case  was  found 
in  the  Council  Schools,  and  tliis  case  was  probably  responsible  for  re-starting  the 
epidemic  after  a quiescent  period  of  some  three  weeks  ; thereafter  the  infection 
seemed  to  spread  from  case  to  case. 

As  far  as  the  South  Bersted  Schools  were  concerned,  there  M ere  tuo  separate 
and  limited  outbreaks.  Missed  cases  M^ere  found  on  each  occasion,  and  whether 
these  cases  Mere  responsible  for  the  outbreaks  or  not,  their  detection  and  isolation 
terminated  the  course  of  the  infection. 

The  question  arose  as  to  Mhether  the  severe  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  in  the 
schools  during  1919  and  1920  played  any  part  in  the  subsequent  outbreak  of  Scarlet 
Fever  by  loMeiing  the  general  resistance  to  infection.  Examination  of  the  records 
does  not  support  this  view.  Of  174  children  who  had  Diphtheria  during  1919  or 
1920,  only  10  contracted  Scarlet  Fever  in  1921.  This  result  is  only  what  would 
be  expected  ; as  far  as  my  experience  goes,  it  appears  certain  that  the  resistance 
to  Scarlet  Fever  is  a specific  one,  not  likely  to  be  affected  by  any  general  debility^ 

During  1922  and  1923,  which  had  24  and  19  cases  respectively,  no  definite 
paths  of  infection  could  be  traced.  The  cases  occurred  sporadically  all  over  the 
district  and  did  not  appear  to  be  in  any  way  related  to  each  other. 

In  1924  (20  cases)  there  Mas  a limited  outbreak  in  a residential  school 
occurring  shortly  after  the  beginning  of  the  C'hristmas  term.  This  outbreak 
accounted  for  six  cases. 

A similar  outbreak  occurred  in  another  residential  school  during  1925,  caus- 
ing four  out  of  the  year’s  total  of  22  cases.  A few  cases  during  the  early  part  of 
this  year  appeared  to  centre  around  a dancing  class  held  weekly  in  the  town ; 
this  is  a source  of  distribution  which  should  not  be  ignored. 

1 have  been  impressed  M'ith  the  fact  that  investigation  not  infrequently 
reveals  that  contacts  of  a definite  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  recently  suffered  from 
sore  throats,  M'ithout  anj^  other  sign  of  Scarlet  Fever  being  present.  It  has  been 
possible  to  observe  some  of  these  cases  throughout  the  illness,  and  at  no  time  have 
they  had  the  slightest  sign  of  a rash,  nor  have  the}^  subsequently  shoM^ed  signs  of 
peeling.  Though  it  is  noM’  well  established  that  Scarlet  Fever  is  due  to  a particular 
type  of  streptococcus  it  is  also  certain  that  there  are  other  streptococci 
M’hich  do  not  produce  the  disease,  but  are  so  like  the  responsible  bacterium 
that  they  cannot  be  distinguished  from  it  by  ordinary  bacteriological  tests. 
It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  then  that  the  patient  with  a sore  throat  may 
harbour  the  Scarlet  Fever  streptococcus  to  which  he  is  not  susceptible,  as  well  as 
the  streptococcus  causing  simple  sore  throat,  to  M^iich  he  is  ; and  he  is  therefore 
able  to  transmit  the  Scarlatinal  germ  to  a person  mFo  is  susceptible  to  it.  In  other 
M ords  there  is  probably  the  “ carrier  ” of  scarlet  fever,  just  as  there  is  a “ carrier  ” 
of  Diphtheria  and  other  diseases. 

A test  has  recently  been  devised  to  discover  M'hether  an  individual  is  sus- 
ceptible to  the  disease,  and  antitoxic  serum  is  becoming  available  to  confer  im- 
munity on  persons  found  to  be  susceptible.  No  Mork  of  this  nature  has  up  to  the 
present  been  carried  out  in  this  district. 

iSiunmarising  the  question  then,  the  sources  of  infection  in  Scarlet  Fever 

nre  : — 

1.  Direct  contact  M’ith  another  recognised  case. 

2.  The  ‘ ‘ carrier.  ’ ’ 

3.  I’he  “ missed  ” case. 

4.  Possiblv  infected  articles,  to  a limited  extent. 

5.  Milk. 

[Milk  has  been  proved  to  be  capable  of  carrying  the  infection,  but 
this  factor  has  not  been  present  in  any  of  the  cases  in  the  district 
during  the  last  five  years]. 

Diphtheria. 

Only  45  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  been  notified  in  the  district  during  the  five 
years  1921-25,  and  of  these,  21  ctT^ses  were  reported  in  1921. 

The  majority  of  the  cases  Mere  very  mild  ; some  indeed  shoved  no  clinical 
signs  of  Di})htheria,  but  Mere  more  in  the  nature  of  Diphtheria  carriers. 
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Of  the  six  cases  notified  during  1925,  two  showed  no  clinical  signs  of  the  di- 
sease, one  was  probably  infected  by  a carrier,  and  in  one  case  the  infection  wa& 
definitely  imported  from  outside  the  district. 

Tests  as  to  individual  susceptibility,  similar  to  those  mentioned  under 
Scarlet  Fever,  are  available  in  the  case  of  Diphtheria  also  ; and  immunising  sera 
have  been  prepared.  In  some  districts  extensive  use  has  been  made  of  these 
methods  in  the  schools  to  protect  susceptible  children,  but  these  methods  have  not 
yet  been  employed  in  this  district. 

Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  supplied  free  by  the  Council,  and  a supply  is 
available  at  any  time. 

Ercephalitis  Lethargica. 

One  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  1923.  The  patient  was  not  a 
resident  of  the  district,  but  was  admitted  to  the  Bognor  War  Memorial  Hospital. 
This  was  the  only  case  notified  during  the  five  years  under  review. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  five  years  1921-25.  These  cases  oc- 
curred at  long  intervals,  and  in  no  case  was  the  source  of  infection  definitely  de- 
termined. 

No  case  was  notified  during  1925. 

Infectious  Disease  Regulations,  January  7th,  1919. 

These  Regulations  related  to  the  notification  of  the  following  diseases  : 
Pneumonia,  Malaria,  Dysentery,  and  Trench  Fever. 

No  cases  of  Dysentery  or  Trench  Fever  have  been  notified.  The  only  case 
of  Malaria  notified  (1922)  was  a relapse,  the  disease  having  been  originally  con- 
tracted abroad. 

The  notification  of  Pneumonia  is  incomplete  ; only  12  cases  have  been  noti- 
fied during  the  whole  of  the  five  years  ; the  deaths  from  Pneumonia  during  the 
same  period  have  totalled  16. 

The  attention  of  practitioners  is  drawn  to  their  duties  of  notification,  when 
any  un-notified  case  is  discovered. 

Laboratory  Work. 

Examination  of  Bacteriological  and  Pathological  specimens  is  carried  out 
by  the  Clinical  Research  Association  by  contract  with  the  Council. 

The  large  majority  of  the  examinations  carried  out  relate  to  throat  swabs 
for  the  suspected  presence  of  Diphtheria.  The  remainder  are  examinations  of  blood 
and  excreta  in  suspected  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever. 

General  Procedure  in  Investigating  and  Controlling  Infectious  Disease. 

On  receipt  of  a notification  the  premises  are  visited,  and  particulars  of  the 
case  are  entered  on  special  cards. 

The  particulars  refer  to  date  of  onset  of  disease,  possible  sources  of  infec- 
tion, names  and  occupations  of  all  contacts,  notes  of  any  recent  illness  in  the  house, 
water  supply,  milk  supply,  presence  of  visitors,  and  sanitary  condition  of  the 
premises. 

Unless  adequate  isolation  can  be  carried  out  at  home,  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
and  Diphtheria  are  removed  to  the  District  Isolation  Hospital. 

Water  has  been  laid  on  to  the  Old  Small-pox  Hospital  on  the  Sluice  Patch, 
and  the  building  can  be  utilised  at  any  moment  for  the  reception  of  contacts  of 
dangerous  and  infectious  disease. 

Premises  are  disinfected  by  fumigation  with  formaldehyde  vapour  lamps. 
Bedding  and  other  infected  articles  are  disinfected  in  the  high-pressure  steam 
disinfector  installed  on  the  site  of  the  Refuse  Destructor. 

This  Disinfector  was  installed  in  1924  and  has  been  in  operation  since  the 
beginning  of  1925. 
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Notifiable  Diseases  During  1925. 


The  notifications  received  during  1925  are  shown  in  a tabular  form  below 


l)i.sease. 

'rotal  eases 
Notified. 

(/ases  admitted  to 
Hosjiital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Sinai  1-po.x 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Ke\'er. . . 

22 

18 

— 

Dijihtheria 

(i 

5 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

IMeunionia 

() 

2 

Tlie  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  dur- 
ing 1925,  classified  according  to  age  : — 


Disease. 

Under 

1 

year. 

1-2 

2-3 

3-i 

4-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-3535-45 

45-65 

Over 

65 

Scarlet  Fever 











16 

4 

— 

2 

— 

— 



Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ihieumonia 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— ■ 

2 

1 

Pueriieral  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

The  notifications  were  distributed  over  the  twelve  months  as  follows  : — 


Month 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Pneu- 

monia. 

Puer- 

]3eral 

Fever. 

JMonth. 

Scarlet 

F ever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Pneu- 

monia. 

Puer- 

peral 

Fever. 

January 

3 

— 

1 

— 

July 

2 

— 



— 

Febniary 

2 

— 

1 

1 

August 

1 

— 

1 

March  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

September  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

.A.pril 

2 

2 

— 

— 

October 

4 

1 

— 

— 

May  ... 

3 

2 

— 

— 

November  ... 

1 

1 

1 

— 

June 

2 

— 

— 

— 

December  . . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Non-notifiable  Acute  Infectious  Disease. 

The  only  reliable  information  of  non-notifiable  infectious  disease  is  obtained 
in  the  cases  of  such  diseases  occurring  among  children  attending  the  elementary 
schools.  Head  teachers  send  returns  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  all  chil- 
dren in  their  departments  known  to  be  suffering  from  infectious  disease,  together 
with  a list  of  home  contacts  of  such  cases. 

These  returns  form  an  index  of  the  prevalence  in  the  district  of  any  of  the 
infectious  disea.ses  of  childhood.  It  is  usual  to  find  several  departments  involved 
in  even  a limited  outbreak,  though  isolated  cases  naturally  occur  all  over  the 
district  at  irregular  intervals. 

'Fhe  returns  for  1925  give  information  about  the  prevalence  of  certain  di- 
seases. 

1.  Measles.  Fifty  cases  were  notified  in  the  schools  during  the  year. 

I’he  cases  occurred  in  May  and  June,  and  two  schools  were  affected. 
There  were  no  fatal  cases. 

2.  Whooping-Cough.  There  were  two  small  outbreaks  during  the  year. 

Ten  cases  occurred  in  one  school  in  September,  and  eleven  cases 
in  another  school  in  December.  There  were  no  fatal  cases. 

3.  Chicken-pox.  There  was  an  epidemic  of  chicken-pox  during  Decem- 

ber. Two  schools,  widely  separated  from  each  other,  were  af- 
fected, and  84  cases  were  notified. 

Advantage  was  taken  of  these  notifications  to  visit  the  homes 
of  the  children  affected,  and,  where  no  doctor  was  in  attendance, 
to  examine  the  children  and  verify  the  diagnosis. 
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Influenza. 

Influenza  of  a mild  type  was  prevalent  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  but 
did  not  appear  in  epidemic  form.  Tliree  deaths  from  influenza  occurred  during 
the  year. 

Cancer. 

The  various  aspects  of  Cancer  were  discussed  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1927. 
Leaflets,  which  described  in  simple  language  the  facts  which  everyone  should  know 
about  this  disease,  were  distributed  to  all  the  houses  in  the  town  during  1925. 

Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  1925  the  following  primary  notifications  of  Tuberculosis 
were  received  : — 

Pulmonary : Male  7 Non-Pulmonary : Male  1 

Female  12  Female  1 

In  addition  to  these,  two  cases  previously  notified  elsewhere  were  notified 
on  their  coming  to  reside  in  this  district. 

TTiere  were  no  cases  during  the  year  where  death  from  Tuberculosis  occurred 
without  the  disease  having  been  notified.  The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  is 
efficiently  carried  out  in  the  district,  no  cases  of  unnecessary  delay  having  been 
encountered  during  the  last  three  years. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during 
1925,  and  the  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  occurring  during  1925,  classified  according 
to  age  and  sex  : — 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age-Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulm 

onary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

P 

I\I 

F 

M 

F 

IM 

F 

0— 

1— 

5— 

10— 

15— 

20— 

2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— ■ 

25— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35— 

3 

4 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

45— 

55— 

65— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

7 

12 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

No  case  of  a person  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  and  emplo^^ed  in  the  milk 
trade  was  discovered  during  the  year. 

Enquiries  as  to  occupation  are  made  in  respect  of  every  notification  of 
Tuberculosis  received. 


Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Section  62. 

This  section  gives  powers  for  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  dan- 
gerously infectious  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  where  the  home  conditions  are 
such  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  take  proper  precautions  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
infection,  or  where  such  precautions  are  not  being  taken. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  this  section  in  the  district  during  the  year. 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

No  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  the  year  1925. 

Four  cases  have  been  notified  in  the  five  years  1921-1925.  All  cases  were 
treated  at  home  and  in  no  case  did  any  impairment  of  vision  result. 


1 take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee 
for  their  help  and  sympathy,  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  much  lo^^al  and  effi- 
cient service  during  the  year. 

1 beg  to  remain 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

T.  PHILIPS  COLE,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Bognor, 

March,  1926. 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  for  the  whole  District  during  1925  and  previous  Four  Years. 
BOGNOR  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Yt-ar. 

PoiMlllltioiI 
esiiinaipd 
to  middle  of 
earli  ycMir. 

I'n- 

eoncctofl 

nimilier. 

Uirths. 

Nott. 

Total  Deaths 
Hogistprod 
in  the  District. 

Transferable 

Deaths. 

Nett  Deaths  belongiii^i  to 
the  District. 

Under  1 Year. 

.\n 

Vges. 

CorrcH'ted 
iin  luLer. 

Kate. 

Xuiubcr. 

Hate. 

Of  Hesi- 

ntsidents 

in  till! 
District. 

dents  not 
roKistered 
in  the 
District. 

1 Hate  ))er 
X'uni-li,(H)0  nett 
her.  1 Uirths. 

Niiniber. 

Hate. 

1921 

11490 

131 

131 

11.4 

100 

S.7 

9 

21 

9 G8.7 

112 

9.7 

1922 

11580 

118 

118 

10.2 

105 

9.0 

15 

20 

7 59.3 

110 

9.5 

1923 

1 1G70 

IIG 

109 

9.3 

95 

8.1 

7 

13 

7 G4.2 

101 

8.G 

1924 

12180 

135 

127 

10.42 

110 

9.03 

13 

17 

7 55. 1 

114 

9.3G 

1925 

12800 

IGG 

174 

13.G 

117 

9.14 

11 

11 

G 34.48 

117 

9.14 

TABLE  II. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  1925. 
BOGNOR  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Notifiable 


I)i])litlieria 


1 )i.sease. 


At  all  Ages. 


() 


Scarlet  Fever 
Pneumonia 

Pulmonary  TulKucuIosis 
Other  forms  of  Tul)erculosis 
Puerperal  Fever  ... 


22 

G 

1!) 

2 

1 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  5() 


Total  cases  removed  to 
Isolation  Hospital. 


5 

18 


28 


33 


TABLE  III. 

Deaths  registered  during  the  year  1925  classified  by  age  and  cause. 
BOGNOR  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ Residents  ’’  whether  occuring 
within  or  without  the  District. 

Female. 

12 

Causes  of  Death. 

1 

All 

Ages. 

2 

Under 

1 year. 

3 

1 year 
and 

under  2. 

4 

2—5 

5 

5—15 

6 

15—25 

7 

25—45 

8 

45—65 

9 

65  and 
upwards 

10 

Male. 

11 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

— ■ 

2 

Small-pox 

3 

Measles 

■ — 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

Diphtheria 

1 

r- 

4 

Influenza 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

8 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

9 

Meningo  Coccal  Meningitis. . . 

10 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 
System 

5 









— 

3 

1 

1 

4 

1 

11 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

12 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

7 

5 

9 

13 

Rheumatic  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

15 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

14 

— 

— 

— 

• — ■ 

— 

— 

4 

10 

4 

10 

16 

Heart  Disease 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

16 

9 

13 

17 

Arterio-Sclerosis  ... 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

18 

Bronchitis 

11 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

6 

5 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

2 

20 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

21 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or 
Duodenum 

1 













1 

— 

1 

— 

22 

DiaiThoea,  etc.  (under  2 yrs.) 

1 

1 

23 

Appendicitis  & Typhlitis  . . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

24 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver. . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

25 

Acute  and  chronic  Neph- 
ritis 

6 

_ 





1 





— 

5 

4 

2 

26 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

27 

Other  accidents  and  diseases 
of  Pregnancy  & parturition, 
congenital  debility  and  mal- 
formation 

1 

28 

Premature  Birth 

5 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

29 

Suicide  ... 

— 

1 

30 

Other  deaths  from  violence 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

31 

Other  defined  diseases 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

6 

11 

10 

11 

32  Causes  ill-defined  or  un- 
knowTi 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

117 

6 

— 

2 

1 

3 

9 

29 

67 

51 

66 

34 

TABLE  IV. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

1925.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  of  Infants  under  1 year. 


Causes. 

Under  1 
Week. 

2—3 

Weeks. 

Total 
under  1 
Month. 

1—3 

Months. 

3—6 

Months. 

6—9 

Months. 

9—12 

Months. 

Total 
under  1 
Year. 

(bngenitiil  Defects 

2 



2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Syphilis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Premature  Births 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

.\eute  Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

1 

1 

Totals 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

Nett  Birth.s  registered  during  1925  : — 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  male  86  ...  ...  female  77 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  „ 7 ...  ...  ,,  4 


Total  ...  ...  93 


81 


Nett  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  registered  during  1925  : — 

Ix'gitimate  ...  ...  ...  male  3 ...  ...  female 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ,,  2 ...  ...  ,, 


1 

0 


Total 


5 


1 


TABLE  V. 

\’ital  Statistics  of  Bognor  compared  with  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  County  of 

West  Sussex,  1925. 


Administrative 

County. 

Urban 

Districts. 

Rural 

Districts. 

Bognor. 

Population  for  Biith  and  Death  Rates  (estimated  by 
Registrar  General  to  June  30th,  1925)  ... 

B.  193540 

D.  19.3330 

94510 

94300 

99030 

99030 

12800 

Total  Births 

2873 

1313 

1.560 

174 

Total  Deaths  from  all  cau.ses 

2286 

nil 

1175 

117 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

14.84 

13.89 

15.75 

13.6 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

11.82 

11.77 

11.86 

9.14 

Total  Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Death  Rate  for  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  per  1,000 

119 

.54 

65 

5 

|X)j)ulation 

0.61 

0.57 

0.65 

0.39 

Total  Deaths  from  Cancer 

299 

141 

1.58 

14 

Death  Rate  for  Cancer,  per  1,000  population 

1 .55 

1.49 

1..59 

1.09 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

0.18 

0.18 

0.19 

0.08 

Total  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year 

140 

60 

80 

6 

Infantile  .Mortality  Rate,  ])er  1 ,0{X)  births 

Natural  increa.se  of  poj)ulation,  being  e.xcess  of  births 

49 

45 

51 

.34.48 

over  deaths  ... 

587 

202 

385 

57 

STATISTICS  FOR  ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


Birth  Rate 

...  18.3 

Death  Rate 

...  12.2 

Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  Births 

...  75 
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METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT. 

Council  Offices,  Bognor, 

January,  1925.- 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Bognor  Urban  District  Council. 
Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  the  following  Meteoro- 
logical Report  and  Tables  for  the  year  1925,  this  being  my  second  year  as  Observer. 

Detailed  information  relating  to  Air  Pressure,  Wind,  Maximum  and 
Minimum  Temperatures,  Subsoil  Temperatures,  Humidity,  Rainfall  and  Sunshine, 
will  be  found  in  these  Tables  which  are  prepared  from  the  Monthly  Register  of 
Readings  and  observations  taken  in  Bognor  and  from  which  the  following  notes 
have  been  taken. 

General. — The  noteworthy  conditions  of  the  year  were  the  drought  and 
brilliant  sunshine  of  June  and  the  cold  wintry  conditions  which  continued  with 
little  intermission  from  early  in  November  into  December. 

January. — The  year  opened  with  gales  and  heavy  rain,  2.1  inches  of  the 
monthly  total  (4.51  inches)  being  registered  during  the  first  three  days.  Rainfall 
was  in  excess  and  sunshine  slightly  below  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year. 
Hoar  frost  was  noted  on  six  mornings,  and  ground  frost  during  the  night  on  11 
occasions. 

Februara^. — The  month  was  mild  and  wet,  the  monthly  total  being  the 
highest  of  the  year  (4.79  inches)  in  sharp  contrast  to  the  corresponding  month  of 
1924,  when  a little  over  a quarter  of  an  inch  was  recorded  for  the  whole  month. 
Wind  reached  gale  force  on  the  evenings  of  the  11th  and  12th.  A thunderstorm 
occurred  during  the  early  hours  of  the  12th,  with  hail  and  sleet.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  heavy  hail  storms  on  the  12th  and  continuous  heavy  rain  on  the  13th. 
A slight  fall  of  snow  occurred  on  the  morning  of  the  22nd. 

March. — Noteworthy  features  of  the  month  were  dry,  northerly  winds, 
freedom  from  high  winds  and  gales,  and  a low  rainfa  1 of  less  than  half  an  inch. 
Slight  falls  of  snow  occurred  on  the  afternoons  of  the  22nd  and  25th.  Hoar  frost 
was  noted  on  six  mornings,  and  ground  frost  during  the  night  on  19  occasions. 

April. — April  was  cool  and  showery.  Sunshine  was  little  below  the  pre- 
vious year.  Thunderstorms  occurred  on  two  occasions  during  the  last  week  of 
the  month,  accompanied  by  heavy  hail  and  sleet. 

May. — May  was  cool  and  cloudy,  with  thunderstorms  and  considerable 
rain.  A spell  of  fine  weather  commenced  on  the  9th,  the  temperature  rising  to  68 
degrees  on  the  17th,  13.7  hours  of  sunshine  being  registered  on  the  14th.  The 
spell  of  fine  weather  however  was  short,  the  weather  becoming  again  unsettled, 
thundery  and  very  wet,  the  monthly  total  of  rain  being  above  normal. 

June. — The  month  was  noteworthy  for  its  ideal  summer  weather  and  ex- 
ceptional dryness.  More  hours  of  sunshine  were  recorded  than  in  any  other  month 
of  the  year.  June  also  claims  the  brightest  day  with  14.4  hours  on  two  successive 
days.  Rain  in  measurable  quantity  fell  on  one  day  only,  registering  .10  as  com- 
pared with  eleven  days  and  a monthly  total  of  2.70  in  the  corresponding  month  last 
year.  The  warmest  day  was  also  in  June,  when  81  degrees  in  the  shade  was 
registered  on  the  7th. 

JuLAT. — The  first  three  weeks  were  mainly  fine  and  warm,  the  last  week 
cooler  and  unsettled.  Short  spells  of  hot  weather  occurred  between  the  11th  and 
15th,  and  between  the  20th  and  25th.  Thunderstorms  occurred  on  the  2nd,  3rd, 
4th,  21st,  and  25th. 

August. — August  was  mainly  dull  and  unsettled,  with  the  exception  of  a 
short  spell  of  fair  weather  between  the  14th  and  18th.  Rain  fell  on  16  days,  being 
three  less  than  in  August  of  the  preceding  year.  The  total  rainfall  of  the  month 
although  above  normal,  was  less  than  that  in  the  previous  year.  Thunder  was 
heard  and  heavy  rain  fell  at  intervals  during  the  day  of  the  11th. 

September. — Although  there  were  many  bright  periods,  sunshine  on  the 
whole  was  deficient.  A short  spell  of  fine  weather  set  in  on  the  12th  and  continued 
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until  the  1 6th.  A heavy  hail  storm  occurred  on  the  evening  of  the  llth. 

October. — The  first  half  of  the  month  was  dry  and  sunny,  the  second  half 
unsettled,  cloudy  and  wet.  Rainfall  was  less,  and  sunshine  in  excess  of  the  cor- 
responding month  last  year. 

November. — The  month  opened  with  heavy  rain,  three  inches  of  the 
monthly  total  (8.46  inches)  being  recorded  in  the  first  week.  Dry,  cold  and  sunny 
weather  prevailed  during  the  rest  of  the  month,  the  last  week  being  of  a decidedly 
wintry  character,  the  coldest  night  of  the  year  (25  degrees  in  the  screen)  being 
recorded  on  the  27th.  Snow  storms  occurred  on  the  llth  and  28th. 

1)ece:mber. — The  dry,  cold  and  sunny  spell  of  November  continued  with 
Blight  breaks  during  the  first  half  of  the  month.  Snow  fell  on  the  14th  and  re- 
mained until  the  17th,  being  followed  by  milder,  dull,  rainy  weather  until  the  close 
«f  the  year. 

Sunshine. — The  total  sunshine  of  the  year  was  1885.5  hours,  which  repre- 
sents 42  per  cent,  of  the  possible  amount.  The  highest  percentage  of  sunshine 
recorded  in  the  British  Isles  was  44  per  cent.  Of  the  211  principal  recording 
weather  stations  throughout  the  country,  only  seven  exceeded  the  42  per  cent, 
recorded  in  Bognor.  The  number  of  sunless  days  were  fewer  than  in  1924. 

A noteworthy  feature  of  the  sunshine  recorded  is  the  high  percentage  of 
sun  enjoyed  by  Bognor  during  the  winter  months,  as  shown  by  comparison  with 
leading  winter  health  resorts  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


1925 

Bognor. 

Torquay. 

Bournemouth. 

Bath. 

Eastbourne. 

Januaiy  ... 

26% 

16% 

22% 

16% 

240/0 

February 

29% 

36% 

34% 

26% 

320/i, 

March 

•fOOb 

35% 

37% 

28% 

41% 

October  ... 

31% 

35% 

290/0 

41% 

November 

39% 

31% 

38% 

32% 

35% 

Divember 

31% 

24% 

31% 

21% 

3IO0 

Mean  for  6 inter 

months 

34..50,. 

28.8% 

32.8^0 

25.3% 

32.30/0 

Fogs. — A further  noteworthy  feature  is  the  freedom  from  fogs  enjoyed  by 
Bognor,  fog  being  recorded  on  six  days  only  during  the  year. 


TABLE  I. 


AIR  PRESSURE  at  9 a.m. 


WIND. 


1925. 

Baroiueler 
reduced  to 
32®  and  Mean 
Sea  Level. 
+ Gravity  at 
Latitude  45° 

Difler- 

ence 

from 

previous 

year. 

Highest 

adjusted 

reading. 

Date. 

Lowest 

adjusted 

reading. 

Date. 

Number  of  times 
observed  to  be  blowing 
from  ; — 

Calm. 

N 

NE 

E 

SE 

s 

sw 

w 

NW 

.January  ... 

ins. 

30.269 

+ .227 

ins. 

.30.709 

19th 

ins. 

29.329 

2nd 

0 

() 

1 

4 

0 

13 

3 

4 

0 

l‘'el)ruarv  ... 

29.729 

_..345 

30.565 

2nd 

28.819 

26th 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

14 

4 

6 

0 

March 

.30.194 

+ ..353 

30.617 

16th 

29.523 

1st 

4 

11 

1 

0 

0 

3 

1 

11 

0 

April 

29.851 

_.033 

.30.198 

22nd 

29.468 

5th 

0 

4 

4 

3 

1 

10 

3 

5 

0 

.Mav 

29.824 

_.085 

30.277 

1.3th 

29.401 

28th 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

15 

5 

2 

0 

•June 

.30.1.39 

• .117 

.30.398 

10th 

29.949 

21st 

6 

9 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

7 

0 

.July 

29.938 

-.016 

.30.326 

1.3ti 

29.547 

27th 

4 

4 

2 

7 

1 

3 

5 

5 

0 

.-Vuirus*^ 

.30.(K)0 

+ .111 

.30..393 

30tli 

29. .533 

23rd 

0 

4 

0 

1 

1 

14 

1 

10 

0 

Scptcmi)cr 

.30.009 

-.124 

30.424 

14th 

29.401 

22nd 

1 

2 

0 

.3 

0 

6 

0 

18 

0 

Octoin-r 

29.9.75 

+ .023 

30.501 

9tli 

29.261 

22nd 

1 

11 

1 

1 

i 

7 

2 

() 

1 

Xoyeml)cr... 

29.929 

—.146 

.30.474 

19th 

28.976 

8th 

3 

12 

0 

1 

1 

4 

0 

9 

0 

l)p<eml)cr 

29.803 

—.179 

30.560 

4th 

28.688 

22nd 

2 

o 

0 

3 

2 

7 

0 

13 

0 

Average  for 

tile  year 

29.970 

+ .015 

— 



Totals 

22 

71 

12 

30 

11 

98 

25 

95 

1 

Average  Temperature  in  Shade.  Sub-  On  Grass.  In  Sunshine.  Frosts. 

Soil. 
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TABLE  III. 


1 Huiuidity. 

1 

Hainfa 

.11,  Waterloo  S( 

piare. 

A verajie  Teni  i x*  rat  u re 

Relative 

Diffeienee 

No.  of 

No.  of 

ll>2r)  at  a 

m.  of 

humidityS 

Monthly 

from 

Greatest  fall 

ra  iny  dav.s 

days  of 

Satur- 

Totals. 

jirevious 

in  24  hours. 

of  not  less 

.04  or 

Dry  Hull). 

Wet  Bulb. 

tion-100. 

year. 

ithan  .01  in. 

more. 

Defi. 

Deg. 

ins. 

ins. 

ins.  'Date. 

January  ...  4.’}. 5 

42.1 

88 

4.51 

+ 1.7(5 

.91  on  bst 

16 

14 

February  44. 1 

41.3 

85 

4.70 

+4.52 

1 . 1 1 on  2.5th 

20 

13 

.Mareh  ...  41.1 

38.7 

75 

0.43 

—1.00 

.09  on  23rd 

8 

5 

April  4(>.7 

44.3 

82 

2.04 

+ .67 

.73  on  .5th 

20 

15 

.May  1 ...  * jxt..') 

* .51.2 

78 

3.38 

+ .13 

.69  on  27th 

14 

15 

J line  j ...  02.4 

;5(5.4 

(58 

, 0.10 

—2.60 

.10  on  24th 

1 

1 

July  ...,  ()4.3 

.50.5 

74 

; 2.84 

+ .45 

.56  on  30th 

15 

15 

•Augu-st  ...  ()2.3 

58.0 

80 

: 2.75 

—.52 

1.03  on  2.3rd 

16 

11 

September  .Ib.U 

52.4 

78 

2.05 

—.87 

.63  on  20th 

15 

10 

& 22nd 

Oetolx'r  ...  ;')4.4 

51.8 

83 

3.24 

-1.67 

.65  on  10th 

13 

10 

November  41.S 

30.8 

84 

3.4(5 

+ 1.22 

.72  on  1st 

12 

9 

DeeemlH'r  40.2 

38.7 

84 

4.12 

—.02 

.93  on  21st 

16 

16 

A’ear’s 

aveiage  .40.0 

47.0 

80 

2.0(5 

+ 1.98 

Totals  ...'  — 

— 

— 

,35.51 

— 

— 

166 

134 

* Mean  for  22  days  only. 


TABLE  IV. 


Brif^ht  Sunshine. 


Year 

1025 

Totals  : 
hours  and 
tenths 

Difference 
from 
previous 
Yea  re. 

Number 
of  sun 

recorded  days. 

Brightest 

days. 

Date. 

Hours. 

.January 

67.3 

— .8 

19 

22nd 

7.2 

F cbniaiv 

80.1 

+ 4.1 

26 

28th 

8.8 

•MartJi 

147.7 

—38.5 

28 

18th 

10.3 

April  ... 

1.54.8 

— 7.8 

27 

20th 

12.4 

.May  ... 

246.(5 

+ 19.4 

30 

14th 

13.7 

.lime  ... 

.307.2 

^ 73.2 

.30 

9th  & 10th 

14.4 

Julv  ... 

234.8 

—20.0 

30 

14th 

14.3 

Auirust 

17(5.5 

— 4.8 

.30 

Kith 

12.4 

September 

1.51.1 

0.(5 

28 

2nd 

11.6 

Oetolier 

1.37.8 

-48.5 

27 

(5th 

9.8 

November 

10.3.9 

+30.0 

27 

12th 

8.4 

Di'cemlM'r 

77.7 

-11.0 

21 

3rd  & .5th 

7.0 

Total 

1885.5 

+ 132.9 

.323 

1 have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


F.  A.  ('.  CULLEN. 


